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I am typing this article directly into F 
Journal just as another Victorian Branch Notes from the F eder al Registrar Page 17 
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One feature of our exhibition in recent Grass..by the Bucketful Page 20 
oo has been the number of interstate 3 ; 
ayouts being exhibited. This seems to be a | Modelling QR Steam Locomotives Page 20 

fairly recent phenomenon, butitiscertainly | Designing the Landscape Page 22 
not confined to this branch. NSW has also Snow Page 23 
shown interstate layouts as has the large . 
Adelaide bi-ennia! exhibitions. It is a pity | Narrow Gauge Junction © Page 24 
that itis so far to Western Australia asl! am | Super Detailing Locomotives Page 25 
sure the hobby benefits by this exchange of | y; Occurs to Me Page 26 
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. sad Se ee, it : A Coal Fired Gas Turbine Electric Loco? Page 32 
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sige ors re cst ae gained, New South Wales Page 36 
and of course, the pride in displaying your Queensland Page 39 


handiwork to a larger audience. 

On to more mundane matters. When 
submitting photographs for Journal, could 
you please indicate if you want the photo 
returned and if so, write the return address 
or affix a sticker with this address on the 
back of the photo. 

In my usual slack way, it is usually quite 
some time after photographs have been 
printed before I get around to returning 
| — by then I have forgotten who sent | 
them! 


Western Australia 


Editorial Deadlines 


The deadlines for the next issue will be 
15th April for articles, 24th April for State 
News and letters and 7th May for addresses 
and envelopes. 


Credits 


Managing Editor Roger Lioyd 


Notes from the 


Federal Registrar 


In this issue of JOURNAL will be 
found an up-to-date listing of Meritorious 
Awards and Hon Life Members. 

For the benefit of those members who 
have joined since a list last appeared in 
Journal (January 1988), Meritorious Awards 
were instituted for a member who has 


Roger Lloyd 


. given outstanding service to the Associa- 
On the Cover Rdi 6 Kiers Court, Rosanna ee tion and cciinalle was only one per year. 
itor ex Lite | But as the four State Branches grew in 


This photograph is from the late Steve 
Sy, a collection. It shows a Queensland 
Railways 2-8-0 C13 class locomotive in new 
| condition. 

An article and drawing appear in this 
issue. 


PO Box 46, Nunawading 3131 
Advertising Manager Mrs Elizabeth Secker 
2 Hilltop Avenue, Glen Iris 3146 
Sub-Editors: 
Queensland Debbie Malone 


numbers, this was rather restrictive and 
the COM in 1969 decided that each State 
Branch could nominate a member for the 
Award. 

All the members listed have given 
freely of their time and abilities for the 


| Visor’ % aEnEnE SOM, sic “ei benefit of their Branch and the Associa- 

a tion and the last thing in their minds being 

Notice 21 Lerina Street, Clayton 3168 | any reward, it might be noted that the 

New South Wales Tom Parkes | majority of them are still active in their 
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together and are prepared to do various 
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unsuitable for publication. 
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jobs that crop up with clubrooms and 
others are not feeling like joining in, well, 
maybe, they are aclique, but I am sure they 

et more pleasure out of what they do, than 
Just being an onlooker. 

I know some new members find it hard 
to "break the ice’, but if they persevere, ask 
questions, someone will be able to give the 
answers you require. You can be sure if 
you have any talents in short supply, you 
will be in the clique’ before you know what 
has happened. 

Now as will be seen by the numbers, 
Hon Life Membership is not handed out as 
readily and the recipients have all spent 
countless hours over long periods for the 
benefit of the Association. 

At the time of preparing these notes, 
our membership has reached a record of 
934 with the Western Australian Branch a 
clear leader in the number of renewals and 
new members for this year. 


Norm Read 


Here is my idea for SIGNAL 
GLOBES & LENSES (GREEN) 


There seems to be a perpetual shortage 
of green globes for my 0 and 00-gauge 
signal lights. I have tried green nail polish, 
acrylic and other paints, unsuccessfully. 
Finally, I recollected reading a hint some- 
where which suggested dissolving bits of 
green eyeshade material in acetone and di 
plain glass globes therein (cold dip). It 
works! 


KA Grant 
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NZAMRC Convention Update 


We are receiving a steady stream of 
Registrations for the WONDERFUL 
WAIRARAPA 1992 CONVENTION to 
be held at Easter, but have been disturbed 
to hear that a number of modellers have 
been unable to obtain accommodation. 
Your Convention Committee made book- 
ings with motels in May 1990-and these 
bookings are held in the name of the 
Convention Committee. We have an agree- 
ment with the motels that any bookings not 
confirmed by 1 February 1992 will be 
relinquished. It is therefore important that 
any accommodation requirements be booked 
through the Convention Committee. 
Provision for the accommodation require- 
ments is included on the Convention 
Registration Form. Please complete your 
form and return it by 1 February 1992. 
Accommodation in Masterton over Easter 
Weekend is at a premium due to a National 
Hot Rod Convention being held in Master- 
ton over the same weekend. We have 
priority on accommodation at the Wairar- 
apa College Hostel, but any accommoda- 
tion not taken up by Railway Modellers 
will be used by Hot Rodders. 

You are welcome to bring your caravan 
as peng facilities are available. PLEASE 
NOTE! No power is available. Shower 
and toilet facilities will be available. There 
will be no charge for the caravan park. 


COMPETITION | 

We now have available the latest 
Competition Rules and Entry forms for 
those modellers wishing to enter any of the 
Convention Competitions. Indicate your 
requirements on your completed Registra- 
tion Form. — | 


TRANSPORT 

The other comment heard is that there 
is nO way to get into and out of the 
Wairarapa. We are able to arrange trans- 
port for you from Wellington on Friday 
morning, 17/4/92 and returning on Monday 
afternoon, 20/4/92. The cost will be $10.00 
per person each way. The bus will leave 
the Wellington Airport at 10 am and the 
Wellington Railway Station at 10.30 am on 
Friday 17/4/92. The bus will depart from 
the Convention venue at 1.00 pm Monday 
20/4/92 to return to the Wellington Railway 
Station and Airport. A number of mod- 
ellers have indicated their interest in using 
this service. Please indicate on the Regis- 
tration Form your transport requirements 
and the method of arrival in Wellington. 


OPEN DAY 

An Open Day will be held on Sunday 19/ 
4/92 from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. Convention 
activities will continue throughout the day. 
The areas open to the public will be sepa- 
rated from the other Convention activity 
areas. Layouts ranging from G-scale to ’Z’ 
Miniclub will be on display in the main hall 
throughout the Convention. 


MEALS AT CONVENTION 
VENUE 


Arrangements have been made to pro- 
vide meals from the College Cafeteria. 
Light lunches and refreshments will be 
available on Friday, Saturday, Sunday and 
evening meals Friday and Saturday. The 
meals will be provided by the Wairarapa 
College PTA. Tickets will be sold one meal 
ahead of supply. 
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The Launch of the Railwest Models’ WAGR ’G’ Class 2-6-0 Kit 


About 38 persons attended the Clubrooms 
of the WA Branch of AMRA on the 
evening of Friday 15 November for the 
Launch by the Principals of Railwest Models 
of their kit for the WAGR ’G’ Class 2-6-0 
steam locomotive. 

Railwest Models is a partnership of Don 
Moir, Lynton Englund, Adrian Gunzburg, 
Simon Mead, Garry Pilmoor and Graham 
Watson. Apart from the first and third 
mentioned, all are members of the Western 
Australian Branch of AMRA. 

Graham Watson opened the Launch by 
thanking the Branch’s Management Com- 
mittee for the use of the Clubrooms for the 
Launch and the Editor of The Branchline’ 
for the back page feature on the kit in the 
last issue of that publication. 

He then proceeded to outline the his- 
tory of Railwest Models, which started off 
bulk purchasing items suitable for mod- 
ellers scratch building WAGR 3’6” wag- 
ons, etc to ’S’ scale (1/64), ie ’Sn3-1/2’. 
Such items were W-irons and bogies. The 
next stage was the production and market- 
ing of a wide range of castings (the work 
of Adrian Gunzburg, a West Australian 
who lives in Melbourne) - these were 
mostly for detailing of WAGR steam loco- 
motives and included clack valves, safety 
valves, electric and kerosene headlights, 
turbo-generators, vacuum exhaust mufflers, 
steam chest end covers, exhaust mufflers, 

metal cow-catchers and tender bogies. 

agon parts included brake hoses (used, 

of course, on the locos too!) and axlebox 

& os assemblies and parts for signals 
included finials and lamps. 

The decision to produce a kit for a 
WAGR steam locomotive was initiated 
about three years ago - a relatively easy 
decision! A more difficult decision is what 
one shall be’? The choice eventually was 
for the 2-6-0 ’G’ Class and was based on 
five reasons:- 

(a) Adrian Gunzburg (who reckoned he 
would be doing most of the work) wanted 
one for himself! 

(b) There were more ’G’ Class locomo- 
tives (in both the 2-6-0 and the 4-6-0 forms) 
operated by the WAGR than any other 
single class of steam locomotive. There 
were 48 of the former and 22 of the latter. 

(c) Two are still running in Western 
Australia, No.233 ’Leschenault Lady’ (a 2- 
a and No.123 ’Koombana Queen’ (a 4- 


(d) They were also operated in all other 
states of Australia except Victoria and 
became almost an Australian narrow gauge 
standard. 

(e) They were also used extensively on 


the timber lines in the South West of WA. | 


Simon Mead then showed a number of 
slides depicting "G’ Class locomotives in 
service in past years on the WAGR and in 
the timber industry in the South West, as 
well as some showing ’Leschenault Lady’ in 
at least two livery guises. 

Graham Watson mentioned the excel- 
lent coverage of the class (and indeed all 
WAGR steam locomotives) in the book ’A 
History of WAGR Steam Locomotives’ by 
Adrian Gynsburg and published by the 
Western Australian Division of the Austra- 
lian Railway Historical Society in 1984. 

«In a manner not unlike some TV shows, 
Graham was then joined by "his two lovely 


by Alan Porter 
Reprinted from ’The Branchline’ 


assistants’ who lifted a rich, red velvet 

covering the front table to reveal a number 

of nicely packaged kits ang two assembled 

locomotives. At these sights, the enrap- 

tured audience Oooed’ and ’Ahhed’ muchly! 

i Graham then proceeded to describe the 
It. 

It is a combination of castings and 
etched metal components. The etches are 
of brass (two different frets of different 
thickness) and of nickel silver (for the 
motion) and are produced by Chempex in 
the UK (as good as those of any kit so far 
seen) from drawings made by Lynton 
Englund. The castings are either pewter 
(which is claimed to flow better into the 
casting moulds than other lead-based cast- 
ing alloys) or ‘investment castings’ in bronze 
for the more delicate parts. Several of the 
bits and pieces’ are from the New Zealand 
firm North Yard’ and consist of driving 
wheels (already quartered onto the axles), 
pony truck wheels and tender wheels, as 
well as an assembled gear box. A good 
quality Mashima motor is supplied. 

The kit is attractively boxed, the box 
being of a size capable of holding the 
completed locomotive and tender. It is 
accompanied by a set of very comprehen- 
sive assembly instructions, a list of the 116 
pers in the kit (together with their num- 

ers on the frets), a list of tools needed, a 
list of drills (both ’number’ and metric) 
needed for ae the kit, a frets 
diagram, drawings by Lynton Englund, a 
"Data Sheet’ with plans (in ’HO’ scale) of 
both the ’early’ and the ‘late’ WAGR 
types, photograph and technical data. The 
box in which the kit is packaged has a 

hotograph of the opposite side of the 
ocomotive to that shown on the "Data 
Sheet’. 

The various components are nicely ed 
in the box with foam rubber feterieatten to 
ensure that no damage occurs to the unas- 
sembled parts. The main fret and the 
number-plate fret (which has six different 
sets of WAGR number places; three to a 
set) lie in the bottom of the box, along with 
a small supply of brass wire for handrails 
and phosphor bronze wire Aigo Above 
these is a thick foam layer, which, after 
assembly of the kit, can have a section cut 
out to give a good, padded foam bed to 
hold the completed loco and so allow the 
box to be used as a ’carry box’. On top of 
this thick layer of foam, there are six 
separate small plastic bags which are 
numbered and contdin the small parts. 
Each bag contains a list of the parts to be 
found within the bag. The bags are as 
follows:- 


No.1 "North Yard’ gear box and 
driving wheels 

No.2 Cylinder block and front pony 
truck 

No.3 Fret for connecting and cou- . 


pling rods, seats, reversing lever 
No.4 Footplate, dome, chimney 
(which is hollow), roof, cab-sheets 
~ No.5 "Investment’ castings (hand- 
Te standards, electric headlights, etc), 
nobs 


No.6. Tender components 


Then, another layer of foam and on top, 
the one piece boiler casting, which has 
been case on a Teflon rod and the Mashima 
motor. 

At the time of the Launch, two of the 
kits had been completed (well, almost!) by 
members of the Railwest Models partner- 
ship. Simon Mead had assembled one 
using oe mostly (the kit has been 
designed to have the largest possible areas 
available for gluing) and Lynton Englund 
had assembled one using a tack soldering 
technique. His advice was that you have to 
be quick when soldering pewter. Both 
locomotives had been assembled — 
without recourse to the instructions, whic 
were still being written a short time before 
the Launch! 

The Launch concluded with a vote of 
congratulations to Railwest Models from 
Jack Stanbridge - ’the patriarch of railway 
modelling in WA’ - saying that their efforts 
would undoubtedly mark a great step for- 
ward in the modelling of the local proto- 
type. He wished them well in their future 
endeavours and said that he looked for- 
ward to their next locomotive kit. 

A copiously supplied buffet supper table 
was ’wheeled in’ and much debate took 
place, between munches, as to what WAGR 
steam locomotive class should be the proto- 
type for the next Railwest Models kit!! 

Seven kits were sold at the Launch; 
three of these going overseas to the UK! 
Our ‘visiting’ member, Peter Sapte, took 
one away with him and will be assembling 
it in the format of ’Leschenault Lady’, 
aa before his next visit in April 
1992. Peter has ’volunteered’ to write a 
"Construction Review’ of this kit as a by- 
product of his efforts and this will be 
published in "The Branchline’ at some time 
in the future. 

Of the other kits purchased at the Launch, 
Keiron Wright seems to be leading the field 
in getting one assembled. Within a week, 
it was brought, largely completed except 
for detail, to the Clubrooms and given a 
run.on the Haltwhistle’ layout. All who 
saw it were most impressed. Further kits 
have been sold since the Launch. 

Me? I’m in a weak position, as I have 
often started a desire (if not an intention) 
to model Subiaco station (close to which I 
grew up. as a boy) and I’m told that a ’G’ 
would be just the shot for such a layout. 
Funny thing though - I know that several 
’G’ Class locomotives used to shunt the 
Perth Goods Yard next to Wellington Street 
(where the Entertainment Centre now stands) 
but I cannot recall ever seeing a ’G’ in the 
Subiaco yard. The daily shunt there was 
mostly by one of the ’D’ Class or its 
derivatives, the Dm’ and the ’Dd’ Classes, 
or very rarely a 4-4-4T ’N’ Class. M 
Achilles Heel’ is the fact that I own a full- 
sized WAGR number-plate from No.61 - 
this was a 2-6-0 ’G’ Class built in 1895 by 
Neilson & Co and was withdrawn from 
service with the WAGR on 14 December 
1962. And, No.6] is one of-the six number- 
plates in the kit! How much is there in the 

Piggy Bank’? 

The kit costs $325.00, with postage and 
insurance extra, if you don’t pick it up from 
Railwest Models, who are at 30 Wynne. 
Street, Hazelmere, WA 6057. Ph: 09 - 250 
1084. | 
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Grass..by the Bucketful 


by A. McKenna 


For many years the material most 
commonly used to represent grass and 
foliage on model layouts was coloured 
sawdust. Today, although there are a 
number of materials commercially avail- 
able, there is still a place for green 
sawdust. The following procedure yields 
enough coloured sawdust to plant acres 
of durable, colour-fast model pasture 
with little effort and very little cost, 
literally by the bucketful. An hour’s light 
work on a pleasant sunny day can yield 
a Na buckets of grass (or tree foliage 
cic... 


MATERIALS REQUIRED. 

Sawdust: this can usually be obtained 
free (b.y.o. bag) or very cheaply at a local 
sawmill or timber yard. I obtain about 
100 litres in a bag for $2.50 at Wines 
timber yard in Moorabbin, Vic., who sell 
it for eer mulch; that’s about 25 cents 
a bucketful. Be specific in the type you 
need; fine, light coloured wood. Avoid 
dark or oily wood like red gum or cedar, 
as these require much more paint to 
colour. 

Paint: any cheap, water-based house 
paint can be used; indoor or outdoor, 
vinyl or acrylic, matte or glossy. If 
possible, buy old, off-spec or off-colour 

aints on + pba as these are very cheap 

ut will still work as long as aoe have not 
actually congealed. I generally make a 
rough blend for each mix of a strong, 
dark leaf green lightened with a pale, 
yellowish green to approximately match 
the colour of the lawn; this way each 
batch is a different shade of the same 
green, to provide some variety 

. Sieve: the sawdust must be screened 
to remove oversized material. The sieve 
can be a commercially made wire screen, 
about 2 to 3 mm pitch and about 300 mm 
diameter, or a home- made one of fly- 
wire screen stretched over a 250 to 3 
mm square frame of 50 x 25 mm timber. 
Screen the sawdust into a bucket by 
putting one or two handfuls in the screen 
and shaking gently from side to side; do 
not shake up and down as this lets more 
long fibres through. After a few seconds 
tip the large material left on the screen 
into another bucket (for mulch) and 
repeat the process until enough material 
has been screened. 

Plastic buckets: since it is necessary 
to stir the sawdust in the buckets, it is im- 
portant to obtain buckets with smooth, 
round bottoms, without moulded-in hand 
grips etc. Fortunately, the cheapest buckets 
are the best for this purpose, about 10 
litre polypropylene or vinyl ones are eal. 

Stirrer: spend a few minutes making 
a good stirrer stick; about 300 mm long, 
flat and 20 to 25 mm wide at the bottom, 
and roundish with no sharp edges or 
splinters at the handle end; after stirring 
a couple of buckets of wet sawdust a arp- 
edged stick will take its toll in skin. 
Drying board: a flat surface is needed to 
spread the wet painted sawdust out to 

ry. A scrap 4x 6 ft. sheet of Masonite 
hardboard holds four half-buckets of 
sawdust; don’t use good material as it 
will be partially painted by the wet sawdust. 


PROCEDURE. 

Choose a good drying day, when 
it is expected to be sunny for a few 
hours without being too windy. Work 
outdoors, preferably on the lawn where 
spilt sawdust, paint and water will not 
make a mess. The sawdust can be 
screened beforehand though that task 
is also best done outdoors. 

2. Place about 3 litres of dry 
sawdust in a bucket (about one third 
full; it is very hard to stir much more 
than at). 

3. Pour about 150 ml of 
into the sawdust. A 300 ml jam jar is 
a handy means of mixing and transfer- 
ring the int. Make the paint the desired 
grass colour. 

4. Pour about 300 mi of water into 
the sawdust. It is convenient to have 
a trickling hose handy; use this to rinse 
€ paint out of the mixing jar into the 
sawdust. 

5. Immediately begin to stir the 
mix in the bucket. Make sure that all 
the material in the bottom is blended in 
until all the sawdust is uniformly col- 
oured. The mix should become uffier 
and easier to stir. 

Add another handful or two of 
dry sawdust, plus a little water, and 
continue stirring. Repeat this until the 
bucket is about half full; that is about 
the most that can be stirred by hand. 
Regulate the amounts of sawdust and 
water added to maintain the moist, 
fluffy consistency. If it becomes wet, 
add more sawdust; if too dry and hard 
to stir, add more water. (With practice, 
it is possible to start with more paint 
Sa ml), progressively add more saw- 

ust and water until the bucket is half 
full, then divide the mix into two buckets 
and continue adding sawdust and water 
until both ckets are half full). 

7. Stir the mix until there is no raw 
sawdust or paint ine mix, in the bottom 
or around the rim of the bucket. 

8. Take time out now to wash the 
paint off the jar, hands c. and seal the 
tops of the paint cans. 

9. Tip the damp mix out onto the 
flat drying surface and spread it out to 
about 10 to 15 mm deep. Drag the end 
of a ick through it to form furrows 
which speed the drying. 

10. Leave the mix in the sun for 
several hours until dry; stirring the saw- 
dust every hour or so speeds the drying. 
Before stirring or collecting the saw- 
dust, remove any fallen leaves or real 
grass blown onto it. If the drying board 
is placed on the lawn, be sure to move 
it every hour or raise it supports to 
avoid heat damage to the real grass. 

11. When it is dry, harvest the grass 
with a brush and pan. 

12. To apply the grass on a layout, 
dampen the desired area with water 
spray containing a few drops of deter- 
gent ("wet water”), sprinkle on the 
grass, spray lightly with wet water to 
dampen the grass, then carefull dribble 
on a 2to 1 mix of water and PVA white 
glue, such as Aquadhere, until the 
grass is all wet. A further light sprinkle 
of grass and wet water on top will give 
a bit more texture and fix any glue ears. 


aint blend 


Modelling QR Steam 


Locomotives 


Notes on the Drawings of Steve Suggit 

The 2-8-0 Consolidation locos of the Queens- 
land Railways were a most interesting lot with 
three classes of American 2-8-0s and two classes 
or types of English 2-8-0s. 

Excellent reading on these QR 2-8-0s can be 
found in the ARHS Bulletin September 1979 and 
the book ’Locomotives in the Tropics’ Volume 1 
(both by John Armstrong). 

The loco dealt within this short article is the 
C13 class Dubs 2-8-0 locomotive. Six of these 
aii purchased and placed in service in 1883 and 


These g acini to be an English copy of the 
American Baldwin C13 2-8-0 and were not too 
powerful by anyone’s standards. 

The photograph (on this month’s cover) from 
Steve Suggit’s collection shows the loco in new 
condition with the low boiler, shallow firebox 
and short smokebox etc. The drawing shows the 
loco with the higher boiler, longer smokebox etc. 
These improvements were fitted when reboiler- 
ing early this century. 

Modelling the loco in Sn3-1/2 would be an 
interesting exercise and could be tackled in two 
ways; firstly scratchbuilding. A frame from 1/2 
x 1/2 brass bar could be cut for the loco and the 
32” driving wheels could be hard to obtain as 
they scale out at 12.7 mm, the closest Romford 
have is 14 mm, if my memory serves me correctly. 
A North West Shortline 36:1 idler gearbox could 
be fitted on the second driving axle. The idler 
gearbox has a distance between the axle and 
worm shafts of 18.6 mm, which places the motor 
shaft height at almost boiler centre, allowing a 
Mashima 16 x 26 motor to be inserted horizon- 
tally in the firebox area of the boiler. Perhaps 
the firebox could be lengthened a few mm to he p 
things. The boiler blackhead could be also easil 
removable which would assist assembly consid- 
erably, 

The boiler could be turned down from 18 
gauge 3/4 OD brass tube while 9.5 diameter 
spoked wheels would do for leading and tender 
wheels. Perhaps modified archbar (Round- 
house) Delrin bodies would be suitable for the 
tender. 

The other alternative is to modify a MDC old 
timer 2-8-0 US kit. The wheel base and boiler 
height and size is good. The driving wheels are 
a shade big (15 mm) however, a wide running 
board, when fitted, will hide this. Extensive 
modifications to front end, boiler fittings, cylin- 
ders and cab are necessary, while the tender 
would need little modifications. 


The Queensland Railways 
Colonial 2-6-0s 


To supplement the note in Queensland Branch 
News on the Western Australian G class kit in 
Sn3-1/2 scale from the WA Branch boys, here is 
an Sn3-1/2 drawing by Steve Suggit showing this 
type of loco when in use on the Queensland 
Railways (refer article on previous page). 

These locos, the AY No 128 and the BY No 
159 were purchased by the QR in 1919. This 
drawing shows the loco after some modifications 
done by the QR, that is, the extended smokebox 
and different cab. Those interested had best 
purchase one soon, before they run out. The 
may not do another run. Support this AM 
venture. 

For further information on these interestin 
locomotives on the QR, read the article by R 
Ellis in the ARHS Bulletin, March 1977. 
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Designing the Landscape 


How many times have you looked at a 
layout and felt that there was something 
He It just doesn’t look right. Perhaps 
it looks like the scenery has just been 
tacked on as some sort of afterthought. 

Each model railway is the creation of 
the person(s) who built it and in some cases 
the intention is to build a dead flat board, 
fill most of it with track, and stick in the 
odd building or tree to complete the scene. 
If that’s what you want from a model 
railway, fine. What about when you want 
something more than that. How do you go 
about capturing the realism of a railway 
scene in miniature? 

There are two a proaches to scenically 
realistic layouts. The first is to build a 
model of a real place. In this case the 
solution to obtain a realistic scene is rela- 
tively simple provided that you have the 
necessary modelling experience to know 
what you are trying to achieve. The 
answer is selective compression. You get 
a scaled-down plan of the place that you 
are attempting to model and selectively 
compress out enough of the non-essentials 
until the model will fit into the space 
available. The results of doing this can be 
very realistic provided that you have al- 
lowed sufficient space to start with and 
don’t try to compress things too far. 

This approach is very much for the 
experienced modeller but how can the 
modeller pick out a suitable section of line 
to model and know what should and shouldn't 
be included unless he has already gained 
experience from building realistic scenes of 
pena po and has found out what 
does and doesn’t work in the attempt to 
create that elusive quality called atmos- 
phere. 

Which brings us to the second approach 
to scenically realistic layouts. The one used 
by those of us not wanting to build a model 
of a real place because we either lack the 
modelling experience to do a proper job of 
it or just plain simply don’t want to (proba- 
bly most of us). 

For us, the first step in creating the 
realism and atmosphere of the real thing in 
the imaginary location of our model rail- 
way is to design the landscape. Not build 
the scenery or even lay the track, but to 
stop after we have come up with our 
trackplan and to design the landscape that 
fits in with the trackplan and the scenic 
effect that we are trying to achieve. 

Remember that with the real railways 
the landscape was there first and the rail- 
way line was built afterwards. The is the 
impression that we need to try to achieve 
if we are to create a realistic scene. When 
we look at our landscape design it may be 
necessary to alter the trackplan slightly to 
fit in with the landscape that we have 
decided belongs to the scene we want to 
achieve. It is much easier to make this 
change on paper than to lift and relay track 
on the board. Alternatively the landscape 
may have been altered by the railway 
company when the line was put in giving 
you the excuse to model retaining walls, 
viaducts, cuttings, tunnels, etc. All of this 
needs to be considered before you start 
tracklaying if the best effects are to be 
achieved. The more planning that goes 


by Steve J Chapman 


into a model railway at the start, the closer 
the finished model railway will be to what 
is wanted. 

_ Of course, not everyone is at the plan- 
ning stage, so we also need to consider 
what can be done with layouts that are 
already under construction. 

So what things do we need to consider 
when designing the landscape for our model 
railway? 

The first thing is to leave space for the 
Scenery. To create the atmosphere for 
most railway scenes, it is necessary to 
include quite a bit of the surrounding 
countryside. Sometimes with a busy loco- 
motive depot or railway yard in or on the 
edge of a town or city, the railway can take 
up most of the space with the town being 
represented by a retaining wall along the 
length of the back of the layout, but for 
most model railways a fair amount of non- 
railway scenery is required to get the right 
atmosphere. You don’t get the image of a 
country terminus or through station by 
cramming the board full of track. Here the 
smaller scales have the advantage because 
on a reasonable width of board you can fit 
in quite a bit of railway and still have plenty 
of width for the rest of the scenery. It’s not 
quite so easy in the larger scales, but you 
can think about scenic sections which are 
removable to allow access to rear tracks 
and to allow the details to be added to the 
rear section of the scenery. 

For those of you who have already filled 
all of your available baseboard with track, 
consider the possibility of removable scenic 
sections which can be attached to the front 
and back of your layout. If your layout is 
portable and you don’t have enough room 
at home to add scenic boards, they may still 
be useful for exhibition use. If space is 
really tight then you will have to add all of 
your scenic effects to the backscene which 
in any case needs to be properly considered 
as part of your landscape design. 

Next thing to consider is the height of 
the landscape at various points on the 
layout. The flat scene has its place on 
trainset type layouts and layouts where a 
railway scene dominates the layout (like 
the loco depot mentioned above). How- 
ever, even these scenes can be improved by 
adding some variation to the height of the 
scenery so that it is not completely flat. 

The better solution in most cases is to 
design landscape with variations in height. 
This also allows for scenic effects like 
cuttings and bridges which have a purpose 
when you look at the landscape through 
which the railway line runs. To be effec- 
tive, the landscape should include sections 
which are both higher and lower than the 
level of the track. A railway line is rarely 
built at a lower level than all of the 
countryside through which it passes. Lower 
areas can be achieved either through use of 
an open top baseboard, or more simply by 
cutting away the section of board where 
you want lower scenery. 

Even once all of the track is laid it is still 
possible to change the height of the sur- 
rounding landscape. Don’t forget, even if 


you have already built the landscape for a 
particular part of your layout and you’re 
not happy with it, that removing it and 
replacing it with a new piece of landscape 
eae a different form will not affect 
model railway operation in any way, but 
may make all the difference in the overall 
appearance of the layout. 

The result of this design process is that 
we now have a model railway where the 
landscape flows up and down with the 
railway line running through it over bridges 
and through cuttings and tunnels. Retain- 
ing walls serve a useful purpose and it is 
now starting to look like the railway was 
built through the landscape and not the 
landscape around the railway. 

Similar modifications should be made to 
the landscape for roads and other man- 
made structures. The location of these 
should be based on how they fit best into 
the already existing landscape. Buildings 
and other features can be properly set into 
the landscape. How many houses do you 
know of that don’t have foundations and 
other structural items below ground level? 
Once the landscape details are added these 
structures will start to look like they belong 
there instead of just being placed tempo- 
rarily in position. 

If you’ve already reached this stage in 
constructing your layout, then you can still 
improve its appearance by repositioning 
any structures which don’t look right. 

We now have a lot of the basic scenery 
for the layout starting to take shape. We 
can now move on to the next level of detail 
in our landscape design. What colours 
should the landscape be? Not all grass is 
the same colour. Some areas have bare 
patches where the dirt shows through the 
grass. Perhaps there are plants, other than 
grass, growing in the area resulting in a 
splash of a different colour here and there 
or perhaps in a flower bed or two. What 
colour is the dirt in the general area in 
which your railway is supposed to exist? 
What colour should the ballast on the track 
be? The answers to these questions will 
result in a mix of colours across the various 
parts of the landscape. These basic colours 
should be blended into one another remov- 
ing all of the sharp edges except for those 
places like lawns and flower beds where a 
manmade boundary exists. This gives us 
the basic colour of the overall layout onto 
which the various levels of details can be 
built. 

If you’ve already added the base colours 
and your layout doesn’t look right, then 
reconsider what shades you are using. It 
is a simple matter to change the existing 
colours by adding other colours to what is 
already there until the right appearance is 
achieved. 

Onto this base colour the landscape 
details can then be added. These details 
include such things as long grass, shrubs 
and trees. 

Weeds can be added to the ballast in 
sidings using assorted green scatter materi- 
als. A lesser quantity can add the occa- 
sional weeds into the main-line ballast. 
Consider the track usage in determining 
quantities. Long grass in overgrown fields 
or gardens waiting to be mown can be 
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added the same way. Greens slightly 
darker than the base colour should be 
used for this purpose. 

Shrubs, either Langer in gardens or 


powie wild, can be added using lichen. 
epending on the type of bush being 
portrayed, the lichen can either be used 
as is or dipped in fine or coarse scatter 
material of appropriate colours. 

Trees should be added in appropriate 
places. Don’t forget to consider the 
ope of trees appropriate to the area in 
which the model is supposed to be. 
Consider trees with leaves and without 
leaves. Also consider the use of dead 
tree stumps where appropriate. Each of 
these needs to have the appropriate 
brown or grey for the trunk and branches. 
Leaves, where present, should not all be 
the same green and for autumn scenes, 
a variety of reds, oranges and browns 
should be used where appropriate. 

Other types of undergrowth can be 
added using whatever you decide is ap- 
propriate to get the effect. 

If the final effect doesn’t look right, 
remove the larger details, scrape back 
and reapply the base colours, and try 
again. 

The most important part of all this is 
the initial planning. All of these aspects 
should be considered when you first de- 
sign the landscape. This doesn’t mean 
that there is no room for alterations to 
the landscape details after construction 
has started. What it does mean is that 
the initial planning stage should at least 
consider such things as tree placement 
and shrub colours. 

By planning all of the landscape de- 
tails in advance of laying the track, the 
basic realism will be there when you 
actually get to the construction stage. 
When you actually commence construc- 
tion of your landscape you will be able 
to start considering that elusive quality 
known as ‘atmosphere’. You will be 
close enough with your initial plan that 
it will only require small changes when 
you actually build the landscape for you 
to achieve the desired results. 

Just how the landscape on your lay- 
out should go is up to you. It doesn’t 
really matter what shape it takes or what 
colours you decide to use. The realism 
of the scene will depend entirely on how 
close to the real thing that you plan your 
landscape. You can plan to have all flat 
scenery with bright unrealistic grass col- 
ours and have a trainset-like appearance 
which is produced quickly with little 
effort on your part or you can study the 
landscape in the area corresponding to 
your favourite prototype (whatever it 
may be) so as to see the type of contours 
and colours which occur in your chosen 
area. If you copy these, not necessar- 
ily exactly, but in a general way, and if 
you make appropriate use of building 
trees, shrubs, fences, etc of the correct 
a to suit the area, then your layout 
will appear much more realistic. In 
some cases the landscape in an area is 
SO unique to the area that it will be 
possible for a knowledgeable person to 

ick the area upon which the layout is 
biaed without a train or other railway 
item in sight. | 

_As with so many aspects of model 
railways, the careful planning of how 
your landscape should look can make all 
the difference. 
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Snow 


by Bob Clelland 

Trains, planes and automobiles are three 
of mans marvels that have fascinated the 
human race. All three are designed to 
transport people from one place to another. 
The automobile is virtually unrestricted where 
it can go; and the aeroplane has its own 
restrictions but trains are governed by the 
rails it has to travel on. 

Today I am going to briefly write about 
railroading and that winter element - SNOW. 
Snow is a mixture of water and oxygen that 
is frozen whilst it is in the atmosphere and 
falls to earth by gravity. Snow adds a certain 
beauty to countries that receive this white 
powder and gives pleasure to the people that 
ski on it, but it is one element of nature that 
the railroad companies can do without. 

To the company that owns a railroad, 
snow is cursed from the first snowflake to 
the last. To the northern states of North 
America, winter virtually brings that part of 
the country to a standstill. Snow, when 
dumped in large quantities, will bring those 
three modes of oa to a standstill. 
However, it is generally the railways that 
remain open to a certain point. To the 
Engineer that control these monsters, he is 
wondering at times where his rails are when 
the ground is covered by this white blanket 
and the only time he can see his rails is when 
crossing on a bridge or road crossing. The 
eaginons must take it for granted that the 
cold has not snapped a rail and that assing 
switches have not frozen open; and that the 
signal he sees is a true signal and not a frozen 
falsetto caused by the shrunken contacts in 
electrical equipment. 

The cold winter elements in this part of 
the country plays havoc with the railroads 
that are situated there. Generally snow that 


is accumulated in excess of 450 cm requires. 


the use of a snow plough. These mechanical 
monsters, when in use, are a spectacular 
sight and draw sightseers by the hundreds to 
watch this amazing machine. Snow ploughs 
are able to clear great depths of snow from 
the rails, but there are times when the show 
hardens to ice and it is this ice that stops any 
kind of plough. 


‘esp. cuttings that are filled with snow 
generaily become frozen ice. Explosives are 
then used in = small quantities to break 
the ice and are then removed by earthmov- 
ing equipment. The use of large quantities 
of explosives causes other problems - ava- 
lanches. There are times when a frozen 
cutting that has not yet packed by 3 to 4, 

hp locomotives that has hit that block- 
age at 50 mph. Itis at times such as this that 
danger comes to the men who operate these 
machines. Also at these times, machinery 
becomes severely damaged. Every winter in 
the United States, rail traffic at certain 
locations comes to a standstill for days, 
sometimes for weeks, waiting for the line to 
be cleared. Complete freight trains have 
become snow bound, crews abandoned their 
train for the fear of freezing only to return 
at a later date to discover that the exposed 
part of their train has been looted by unscru- 
pulous thieves. 

During heavy snowfalls, extra head end 
power (locomotives) are added to heavy 
tonnage trains. It is at these times that 
friction between rail and wheel is non- 
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existent. Sand dropped from the locomotive 
then becomes a crushed slurry and offers 
little assistance to give traction. The cold of 
these winters often cause major mechanical 
problems. Wheels are more likely to break 
or crack, axles break, not because of the 
load, but severe cold will make the steel 
brittle. The monocular structure in lubri- 
cants change causing bearing failure. Diesel 
locomotives for this region are specially built 
to accommodate heating elements in their 
fuel tank,: air pipes are jacketed to stop the 
air from freezing into ice, cars that ca 
liquids are jackets to stop freezing and oil 
trains are heated to stop the oil from turning 
into jelly. 

The diesel age is able to combat the severe 
winters due to modern technology but in the 
days of steam it is hard to believe that steam 
locomotives would come to a standstill be- 
cause the cold had conquered the firebox. It 
is hard to believe that the cold would con- 
dense the steam to water tiga from the 
boiler to the cylinders, even though the 
boiler is heavily jacketed. The winter of 1976 
was probably the harshest winter on record 
over the last 50 years. It was this winter that 
did in fact bring down all major railroad 
companies that encountered snow. It was 
that winter that six elderly rail passengers 
froze _to death in a passenger carriage of a 
train stopped in a small town in Ohio. 
Passenger carriages in those days were steam 
heated and the cold had frozen the steam 
heating Soe causing them to burst thus 
causing the auxiliary boiler in the power car 
to malfunction. 

It is during these bad winters that most 
railroad companies have major equipment 
failure. Large storage batteries in locomo- 
tives suddenly become dead, engines fail to 
start, derai ts due to rail shrinkage occur 
and switches fail to operate due to electrical 
rn mek pac “oh a te the 
switch blades. Then there have been reports 
that snow has packed so hard heteana the 
rail that it has caused the lead locomotives to 
rise up and derail, causing a major headache. 

Winter snows are one continuous battle, 
that is, they are never won - after spending 
a hazardous one week plus to clear a section 
of line, only to return to do the same job 
again! Even though man has ‘mechanical 
means to combat the winter snows, there are 
several lines that traverse the inaccessible 
mountains and then human labour is put to 
work. To the driver and his mate, that is 
waiting in the cold for the arrival of his train, 
seems to sap the energy from their bodies 
prior to setting foot into the cab of the 
engine. Hands, faces and feet of employees 
become chaffed and frost bitten and this type 
of injury take a high toll on those employees 
during the frozen months. No one likes to 
work in these conditions. 

On the human side of winter, snow does 
bring a pleasure to those who seek it. 
Companies like: BURLINGTON NORTH- 
ERN, io ints & 
RIO GRANDE all provide speck snow 
trains to the popular slow resorts. There are 
also excursions that Operate through certain 
scenic areas to enable sightseers to take 
advantage of this white blanket. At the 
beginning of each winter, the ski enthusiast 
sees winter as his next playground; the rail 
passenger his next sightseeing trip, but to the 
rail employee, it is going to be another hard 
winter! | 

Trains, planes and automobiles may be 


' one of mans greatest inventions, but man has 


yet to come up with an invention that will 
conquer these winter snows. 
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Narrow Gauge Junction this issue will 
look at locomotive rosters of Queensland 
Sugar Mills. Prior to modelling, an envis- 
aged roster is always an important consid- 
eration. While some modellers may prefer 
to concentrate narrowly in one area (for 
example, a single mill), others may choose 
to diversify and model different owners’ 
equipment. However, even within one 
mill, there can still be a wide range of 
motive power. 

Historically, buying patterns emerged as 
new mills purchased their first locomotives. 
Management often has set ideas about 
which firm’s products were best, to no 
doubt assisted by strong marketing from 
the manufacturers’ aN Comprehensive 
"train sets’ were available from many build- 
ers, consisting of locos, wagons, spare parts 
and track. Let’s look at these in more 
depth. 

John Fowler products started the opera- 
tion of several mills, including all CSR ones 

lus Mossman, Babinda, Mourilyan, Tully, 
sis and Bingera. Mossman commenced 
with two, purchasing three more before 
Fowler closed in 1935. Babinda started 
with three, but subsequently used other 
brands, apart from one purchase in 1933. 
Mourilyan had six at various stages, but 
Tully commenced in 1924 with five identi- 
cal locomotives with consecutive builders 
numbers. Their only other steam locos 
were two built by Perry around 1950. Isis 
Mill started with a couple of Fowlers, but 
inherited more when the CSR Childers Mill 
closed in 1933. The largest purchaser was 
undoubtedly CSR, with its Hambledon, 
Goondi, Victoria and Macknade mills being 
lee with Fowler products. QCR’s 
Innisfail Tramway also favoured Fowler 
throughout its steam era. 

Hudswell Clark only initialised one mill 
- North Eton, with four locos over a period 
of fifteen years. However, from 1911, 
Hudswell Clarke became the preferred 
choice of CSR in both Australia and Fiji. 
This resulted in some large numbers, par- 
ticularly of its 0-6-0 design, which saw out 
the steam era for CSR. 

Hunslet locomotives were preferred in 
the Burdekin district, at Kalamia, Inker- 
man and Pioneer mills. Not included in 
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by Chris Malone 


these are the influx of WW1 surplus 4-6-0T 
locomotives; 16 of which saw service in 
Queensland. Other discernible prefer- 
ences include Decauville - Mulgrave Mills, 
Dick Kerr - Marian and Farleigh mills, 
Krausee - Plane Creek and Gin Gin mills 
and Baldwin - Fairymead mill. Some of 
these lesser known makes will be covered 
in a future article. In many cases, addi- 
tional purchases were of other makes re- 
sulting in many interesting rosters of mo- 
tive power from many countries. 

South Johnstone, for example, had 
American, German, English and Austra- 
lian locos. Australian Bundaberg Fowler 
and Perry locos were purchased by many 
mills, the Bundaberg mills replacing most 
overseas-built locos with these. 

When dieselisation reared its ugly head 
(as early as 1955 at Mulgrave Mill) similar, 
if not more pronounced, patterns emerged. 
Clyde and Commonwealth Engineerin 
(Com-Eng) were the major rivals, althoug 
some isolated purchased of Fowler and 
Baguley diesels had been made, particu- 
larly by CSR. Early Simplex and Planet 
locomotives had also existed, some since 
the 1920s, but were never a serious threat 
to steam. Purchases during the dieselisa- 
tion period saw the following numbers 
acquired by the following mills: 

Com-Eng locos - Mossman te ; 
Mulgrave (8), Babinda (7), Invicta ey 
Kalamia (5), Inkerman (4), Tully (8), Cattle 
Creek (4), North Eton (4), South Johnstone 
(7), Plane Creek (4), Bingera (6). 

Clyde locos - Proserpine {8). 
Racecourse (7), Pleystowe (6), Marian (5), 
Goondi (5), Hambledon (6), Mourilyan 
(5), Fairleigh (5), Victoria (6), Macknade 
(4), Fairymead (3), Isis (7), Millaquin (2), 
Pioneer (5 - 3°6” gauge). 

Other mills purchased a mixture, and 
many of these above later diversified. EM 
Baldwin’s products were purchased by many 
mills. These were chiefly their bogie de- 
sign; the largest purchaser being CSR Victoria 
mills with eight. It is unlikely that these 
mass purchases will ever be repeated. 
Modern acquisitions are generally small in 
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number with a complete renewal of an 
entire mill’s stock unlikely. 

Modelling the wide range of locomo- 
tives can be an end in itself. In the diesel 
era, this is encouraged by a wide range of 
colourful paint schemes. These often change, 
and by modelling across several mills, a 
colourful collection can be built up. Most 
paint schemes are two tone, although some 
exist with an extra colour. Many early 
schemes were the cheap grey and yellow, 
with some of these giving way to more 
colourful schemes recently. At one mill 
(Babinda), every loco is painted a different 
colour - on purpose! Yellow is featured in 
most schemes, highlighting the underlying 
safety consideration. The use of dazzle 
stripes on headstocks is common as well. 

Back in the steam era, visibility was a 
lower priority and most locos were black or 
dark green. Some differed, eg Millaquin 
(yellow) and Macknade (blue), but in most 
cases these were used well into the diesel 
era and were temporary. 

The practice of numbering and/or naming 
locos is almost a pets in itself, often 
defying logic. Some mills reuse names (eg 
Moreton and Kalamia Mills) while some 
use numbers and names while others use 
numbers only. Sometimes steam and diesel 
were treated differently at the same mill or 
diesels had their numbers prefixed by a ’D’. 
While identification has generally been 
painted on, a late trend has been the use 
of plates or metal lettering. 

Summarising, it is important to consider 
the historical background of any prototype 
before modelling. Unfortunately, litera- 
ture on cane tramways is somewhat sparse. 
Several books have been produced for mill 
centenaries, many of which will be in the 
next 10 years. The LRRSA also provides 
a wealth of information through its publi- 
cations and is well worth being a member. 
However, full mill rosters are not currently 
available, although I am in the develop- 
ment stages of such a book. 

In the next issue, I will return to some 
modelling-related issues, namely represen- 
tation of tramway infrastructure and facili- 
ties. 
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Super-Detailing Locomotives 


This article, reprinted from ’The Branchline’ is based on notes from a 
talk given by Ted Thoday to members of the WA Branch on 7 March 


1983. 


This talk is intended to show what can 
be done to improve any locomotives, whether 
diesel, electric or steam, whether tender or 
tank, in virtually any of the smaller scale/ 

auge ratios. It is not intended to show 

ow to do it’ to any particular locomotive, 
rather to take a broad look at what can be 
achieved. What is actually attempted will 
depend entirely on what each individual 
modeller wants to achieve. 

It is hoped that this series will ~~ spur 
you on to raise your present modelling 
standards. 

Although this session looks primarily at 
3.5mm/4mm scale models, the basics are 
applicable to any of the smaller scale/gauge 
ratios. 


For the purpose of this talk, we will 
define: ’super-detailing’ as:- 

"To add additional detail, or alter 
the existing detail on a model to make the 
model conform more closely to the proto- 
type and, perhaps, to represent a particular 
locomotive at a particular time in its life, or 
to a variation of a particular class”. 

Why ’super-detail’? 

The reasons for super-detailing are many, 
but can be summarised as dissatisfaction 
with-the model in its present form and a 
belief that it can be improved. 

With some of the present generation of 
‘ready-to-run’ models, it seems almost crimi- 
nal to strip down a model on which the 
manufacturers have +g huge sums of 
money and considerable effort in an en- 
deavour to make it as realistic as possible. 
At their best, they either represent one 
locomotive, or are generally representative 
of one class. During a locomotive’s long 
life, many detail variations took place, 
which tended to make each locomotive a 
unique individual. 

Where to start? 

Having decided which locomotive you 
wish your model to represent, it is neces- 
sary to do some research. How much will 
depend on what you intend to do. It can 
range from, for example, obtaining one 
photograph of your chosen prototype, to 
obtaining every book, photograph and 
drawing that exists, to actually photograph- 
ing and measuring the loco, always assum- 
ing that it still exists and you can get to it. 

Your information sources can be summed 


up as:- 
books = drawings 
newspapers photographs 


magazines, particularly the ’Focus’ ar- 
ticles personal observation 

It is also recommended that you obtain 
catalogues from the manufacturers of ’detail’ 
parts. 

Some companies produce ‘kits’ of parts 
to Seo a particular model to a 
specific prototype, and literally provide 
everything required. Others produce kits 
of a specific part, such as a bogie, and yet 
others produce castings and mouldings of 
particular items. 


Compare your model with the informa- 
tion that your research has found. Look 
particularly for the following:- 

- Accuracy of major dimensions 

. Accuracy of wheelbase(s) 

- Accuracy of wheels and motion 

- Any immediately obvious differences, 
eg bogie sideframes, chimney, type and 
position of dome and safety valves, posi- 
tion of fans, vents and other roof detail, 
buffers, footsteps, handrails and windows, 
etc, etc. 

Compile a list, on paper, of all the items 
you find that need attention, or are miss- 
ing. Put them ALL down, although for 
practical reasons, you may decide not to do 
all of them at this stage. The items looked 
at in this discussion will give you some idea 
of what the list will contain, but this is by 
no means exhaustive. 

To give you some thought-provokers, 
let’s look at a locomotive. 

We'll start by taking the model apart:- 
separate the super-structure from the chas- 
sis of both locomotive and tender. Put any 
screws and other pieces into a container so 
they will not get lost. 

If you model in 4mm scale with track at 
16.5mm gauge, or in 3.5mm scale with 
track at 16.5mm gauge and you have a 
current production model from, say, Bach- 
mann or Athearn, you may decide that the 
detail on the chassis is sufficient and re- 
quires no work. I suggest that you reason 
ON...... have a look at the motion, the 
wheels and the balance weights. The 
locomotive can be considerably improved 
by blackening the motion and the wheel 
rims and fitting correctly-shaped and sized 
balance weights. Generally, each wheel 
has a different sized and seeped weight, 
and they may vary in position from wheel 
to wheel, depending on the forces being 
balanced on the prototype. 

As we are discussing ’super-detailing’, it 
is worth remembering at this stage that 
4mm scale/16.5mm gauge represent 4’1-1/ 
2”, whereas the prototype ran on a track 
gauged at 4’8-1/2”. It is worth considering 
changing to EM (18.2mm gauge track = 
4°6-1 ot to P4/S4 (18.83mm gauge track 
= 4°8-1/2”). 

You may decide that you are dissatisfied 
with the present chassis. There are a 
number of alternatives:- 

1. Discard the present chassis com- 
pletely and build a complete new sprung 
and compensated chassis, with scale wheels, 
new motion and motor, etc. eee will be 
dealt with as a separate talk later in this 
series). 

2. Use the present chassis, provide 
scale wheels, motion, cylinder assembly, 
motor/gearbox, brake gear, sandboxes, 
injectors, etc. 

3. Make a few cosmetic changes as 
discussed earlier. 

Option 2 requires a number of decisions 
- which gauge are you converting to; what 
wheel standards will you use; which motor/ 
gearbox unit will be fitted. 


On a separate sheet of paper, list the 
items you need for your super-detailing as 
you decide on their need. Don’t worry at 
this stage whose product you’ll use. You've 
now started two lists and they'll look 
something like the Appendix. 

Do the same on the super-structure of 
the locomotive and the tender. 

Having spent some time on the ’theory’, 
now’s the time to take up the "knife’, so to 
speak. 

By now you will have decided what 
parts you need, and where to get them 
from, and the order(s) will have gone out. 
No need to wait for the parts to 
arrive......there’s work to be done! 

It will probably be necessary to remove 
all traces of paint and transfers at some 
time in the proceedings, and it is probably 
easier to do that first, using a ‘paint re- 
mover product’ suitable for use on plastics 
if need be. 

Remove all ‘removable’ parts, buffers, 
chimney, safety valves, handrails, etc, and 
put them in the container for safe-keeping. 

Most models will have some moulding 
lines and pips left on during the production 
process - remove them and tidy up with 600 
Grit ’wet and dry’ paper, or with a fibre- 
glass eraser. 

Removed unwanted, moulded handrails, 
pipes, steps, etc and replace them with the 
scale items. 

Make whatever other alterations are 
necessary and then add the additional parts. 

Leave such things as the name/number 
plates and glass until repainting is com- 
plete. 

It is preferable to use an air-brush to 
apply the appropriate primer/undercoat/ 
topcoat and varnish. his will also be 
covered later in the series). 

Blacken the motion parts and wheel 
rims with "Hobbyblack’. 

If your locomotive is to be shown in a 
‘weathered’ condition, now is the time to 
add that extra bit of realism. (This will also 
be covered later). 

Add the fall-plate, crew, fire-irons, tools, 
real coal, lamps, etc. 


Connect up locomotive and 


tender......satisfied? Probably! 

Now that XYZ loco would look a lot 
better if I........ and that’s what started this 
session! 

SUPER-DETAILING 
LOCOMOTIVES - APPENDIX 
Detail Required Parts List 

Chassis 
Convert to EM/P4/S4 Bogie wheels 
Scale wheels Driving wheels 
New motion Tender wheels 
Balance weights Motion 
Repaint Balance 

| weights* 

Weathering Brake rigging, 
hangers, 

Brake gear blocks, rods* 

Vacuum/air hoses Hoses* 

Sand boxes Sand boxes and 
Pipes, 

Injectors operating rods* 

Vacuum/air pumps Injectors 
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New motor/gears Vacuum/air 
pumps and pipes 

Improved elec pick-up | Motor 

Additional weight Gears/gearbox 


Ash pan Weight - lead/ 
white metal* 

Drain cocks and pipes _ Printed circuit 
board* 

Lubricators Ash pans* 
Drain cocks and 
pipes 

Super-structure 

Brake/vacuum hoses Lubricators 

Couplings Couplings 

Handrails Wire 

Windows Glass/acrylic 

Crew Crew 

Fall-plate Fall-plate* 

Back-head detail Back-head 

Name/number plates Coal* 

Transfers Name/number 
plates 

Buffers Transfers 

Wash-out plugs Buffers 

Loco tools & fire irons | Wash-out plugs 

Coal rails Tools 

Coal Safety valves 

Protective bars at windows Chimney 

Boiler bands Domes 


Paint remover 
Hand-rail knobs 
Lamps - front, 
rear, spare 
Brake standards 


Superheaters 
Steam pipes 
Smokebox door handle 


Smoke deflectors 


Close couple loco & tender Paints 
Safety valves Varnish 
Chimney 

Dome 
Lamps* 


Brake standards 

Repaint/change livery 

“ probably homemade from what’s in the 
scrap box 


Kadee Couplers 
in Shallow 
Boxes 


By A. Mckenna 

Most American freight car kits, such as 
Athearn, Roundhouse and Concor, have a 
coupler mounting pocket moulded into the 
end of the car which appears, at first 
glance, to be suitable for easy substitution 
of a Kadee number 5 coupler for the plastic 
coupler provided in the kit; often the kit 
instructions suggest this. 

Unfortunately, in many cases the 
moulded pocket is actually too shallow for 
the flat bronze centring spring, although it 
is deep enough for the coupler shank itself. 
The result of fitting an unmodified number 
5 coupler is that the sides of the spring are 
crushed by the coupler pocket lid, and the 
storted spring ceases to function satisfacto- 
rily. 

Before fitting a number 5 coupler (or 
any other type which uses the same spring, 
such as a number 26), insert the spring and 
check whether there is enough depth to 
install the lid without interfering with the 
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It Occurs To Me 


by Mac Legotis 


Some time ago this column broached the 
subject of ’what might have been’. Re- 
cently, while skimming through some back 
numbers of UK magazines, I came across 
some of these. In these cases, pure imagi- 
nation was not the origin. It would appear 
that plenty of standard parts could have 
been incorporated. 

They were produced by a Mr RC Lyon 
in the mid-30s. What intrigues me is that 
I believe that they could be easily produced 
ste ‘bashing’ commercial items ordinarily 
obtainable. Four of these designs were 
committed to paper by Mr Lyon that I think 
would provide plenty of interest and talk- 
ing points in or on a layout based on pre- 
war British prototype. 

The Great Western, so it would seem, 
did actually test a King’ on heavy freight 
traffic at that time. Nothing came from the 
matter in the round, but there were whis- 
pers of a heavy 4-8-0 for the South Wales 
coal trains. The have ’King’ frames modi- 
fied to have four smaller pairs of wheels in 
place of its three large, would have resulted 
in a loco no longer than before and able to 
use installed facilities like turntables etc. 

Another idea based on GWR four ea 
inder practice was another that could be 
traced back to ’Stars’ and ’Great Bear’; in 
fact a 4-6-2. Stanier took Swindon design 
traits with him to the LMS to incorporate 
in some of his new standard designs. Hence 
the Western appearance of the ’Princesses’. 
It is not hard to think up a Swindon 4-6-2 
by modifying 46201 to include some ’King’ 
features. What about a Western Swindon 
*Duchess’? 

Take standard bits and pieces from the 
many GW 2-6-2T variants. The resultant 
hefty 2-6-4T can be pictured hauling semi- 
fasts westwards from Paddington in the 
days before DMUs, as well as the many 
Spa traffic duties performed by the larger 

-0-ZS. 

When Collett started production of the 
second series of 28xx freight engines, he 
could have beefed them up with bigger 


spring. If not, then the spring can easily be 
reduced in height to fit in the shallow 
pocket. First, ensure that the Sogo is 
wide enough for the spring to lie flat in the 
bottom of it; if not, scrape the sides of the 
pocket until it fits freely. 

Use a sharp pair of flush-cutting pliers, 
of the type used for trimming electronic 
components or removing moulded plastic 
kit parts from their runners (every mod- 
eller should have a good pair). At the 
front, open end of the spring, the two short 


boilers. Apart from smaller wheels, this 
would have produced an updated version 
of the 47xx class, which is something that 
acquaintances of mine on the railway in 
days gone by said was desirable for the 
CWR main lines. 

In the days of Hawksworth, a prototype 
could have been produced by altering a 
‘County’ 4-6-0 in a fashion similar to the 
King’ mentioned earlier. 

Anyone adept at modifying and ’kitbash- 
ing’ would have no great difficulty in turn- 
ing out any of these suggestions as well as 
thinking up some of their own based on 
some of the commercial output available 
fairly cheaply in the toy and hobby shops. 
It is obvious that turning out some of these 
‘might have beens’ does not mean that the 
exercise would result in any out of this 
world machines. Quite credible units could 
be made by adapting and assembling stan- 
dard features in a practicable manner with- 
out going over the top. It would not be the 
first time either. I have a copy of a 
photograph, published several years ago, 
of a model of a CWR 2-10-2T! This could 
have been a natural progression from the 
2-6-2 and 2-8-2 tankers already well estab- 
lished. | 

Going on with this Dreamland’, there 
was a book published on the very subject. 
Titled "Locomotives That Never Were’, it 
featured designers roughed out ideas that 
allegedly only got as far as the drawin 
board. That’s as may be, but the author o 
the book, Robin Barnes, does give the 
ideas a chance to be seen. 

As with the earlier suggestions, come of 
these imaginary motive power units could 
be ’bashed’ from commercial products. 
Now I’ve found out about this book, pub- 
lished by Janes, I intend to see if it can be 
picked up in a secondhand shop some- 
where. A daydream now and again does 
no harm! 

Apart from Pommy railways, how about 
all you readers out there giving some 
thought to the power on your own State 
systems and imagining-what could have 
been running had railway history been 
different. 


arms that stand vertically should be snipped 
off level with the tops of the long, flexible 
arms. At the back end of the spring, the 
step that is folded up to act as a stop for 
the flexible arms should be snipped off at 
the same height as the front arms; this will 
still leave enough height to support the 
flexible arms. 

The reduced-height spring will now 
function perfectly in pockets which are 
deep enough to allow the coupler shank to 
ivel freely. 
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My Experiences with Controllers 


To achieve greater realism in controlling 
diesel models, an almost full size "Clyde 
GM’ Control Stand would be ideal. This 
project was a most interesting one, spurred 
on by the successes of previous loco style 
controllers. 

Arrangements were made with the OR 
workshops for a visit to obtain measure- 
ments and photos. With this information, 
the design stage of this project was started, 
keeping in mind to keep the controller 
manageable, it should fit into the car seat 
for transport - and to obtain as much 
realism and simplicity as possible. Opera- 
tion and maintenance must be kept simple. 
As you can see, the control stand has been 
compressed in every way, yet retaining the 
general concept as accurately as possible, 
considering the parts, skill and technology 
then available. 

Photo 1 and Fig 1 show the prototype 
control stand. Here are some of the 
changes. 


Part 3 


by Steve Malone 


The Air pressure gauges (1) were re- 
placed with a Brake Flow Milli-Ammeter, 
Main Output Ammeter and Main Output 
Voltmeter. Due to the shortening of the 
whole stand (2), (9), (10) and (11) were 
deleted. To simplify the brake (13), (14) 
and (16) were also deleted. The Alarm 
Lights (4) were replaced with 5 lamps (L- 
R) (A) Brake On. (B) Overload, (C) 
Hump On (Inertia Off), (D) Volts Output 
and (E) Power On. The Switch Panel was 
also condensed, the 7 switches and 1 pot 
are as follows: 

(L-R) (1) Brake Low/High: This selects 
between a 20K and a 15K resistor on the 
first position (Minimum Application) of the 
brake handle, this allows beter simulation 
on whether you have a light or heavy train 


behind the loco. 

(2) AC Volts Low/High: This selects 
tappings on the power transformer, either 
16 VAC or 18 VAC. 

(3) Hump: This isthe same as an Inertia 
ON/OFF Switch. On the full size locos 
hump control is for Low Speed shunting 
control, I believe, and this switch was, to 
me, the closest thing to an Inertia ON/OFF 
Switch for our purposes. 

(4) Load Low/High: This switch allows 
the operator to select which capacitator is 
used for inertia purposes 330 Micro F or 
1000 Micro F, and therefore simulate the 
length of train behind the locos to a better 
degree. 

(5) Panel Lights: An ON/OFF switch 
tor lights in the meters and on the switch 
panel. 

Photo 1 The full size controller on 


@ QR 2100 class 2200HP loco. Photo 
taken early 1970’s by Steve Malone 
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Pressure Gauges, MR/ER, BC/BP, & Flowmeter 
Load Indicating Ammeter (Power & Dynamic Brake) 
Ground Relay Reset Button 

Alarm Lights 

Switch Panel 

Dynamic Brake Selector 

Throttle 

Reverser Handle 

Headlight Selector Switch 

Manual Power Control 

Alerting System Acknowledge Switch 

Cab Heater Outlet 

Mu. 2A Valve 

Cut-out Valve 

Automatic Brake Valve 

Independent Brake Valve 


(6) Control Pot - Notch 1 Set 
Up: This allows the driver to set 
up the first position of the 
controller to suit the character- 


_ istics of the model locos. Some 


Start at 2 volts, some 6 volts. 
This knob adjusts for that. 

(7) Changeover: Another 
reversing switch in series with 
the main reverser. This is 
necessary for use on layouts 
where reverse loops are fed 
through a Bridge Rectifier, and 
non stop direction changes are 
needed. 

(8) Engine Run: The Main 
Switch for the Controller con- 
trolling the low voltage from the 
mains transformer supply. 

On Fig 1, the dynamic brake 
selector was omitted (6) and the 
throttle position indicator above 
the throttle (7) has yet to be 
fitted to the model controller. 
This may take the form of a red 
led display controlled from the 
throttle handle through a diode 
matrix set up. This style of 
Clyde GM Control uses the 
throttle for both power and 
dynamic braker control; this 
changeover is selected by handle 
(6). Later control stands use 
two control handles; one for 
power and the other for dy- 
namic braking. 

Fig 2 shows the igs 
throttle lever and the model 
controller copies its features as 
much as possible. 

Fig 3 shows the prototype 
automatic brake handle. This is 
also copied as closely as pos- 
sible. This modern style of 
brake has an automatic release 
in the ’off’ position and is easier 
to copy for these modelling 

urposes. The model brake 
andle uses a PVC tube body 
with other parts built up from 
brass, bakelite, wooden broom 
handles, etc. The wooden 


THROTTLE LEVER 
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Photo 2 (top) 
The completed model 
Loco Controller 


Photo 3 (bottom) 
Control handles under 
construction. 
Drawings for this type 
shown in Part 2 of 
this series. Note micro 
switch position and 
gears to speed pot on 
throttle. 


operating handle con- 
nects to a brass 1/2 
inch shaft down the 
middle of the unit to 
connect up to a 6-posi- 
tion, 2-pole rotary 
switch at the base of 
the whole unit. Only 
five positions of this 
switch are used and the 
notching arrangement 
on the switch is re- 
moved (a sprung ball) 
so it doesn’t clash with 
the sprung piston on 
the brake handle as it 
rides around the 
notched plate at the 
top of the unit, as per 
prototype. If one can 
get a feel of the full 
size controls on a full 
size loco, this will help 
greatly in obtaining the 
correct feel of the 
controls. 

An interesting fea- 
ture can be to use a 
milli ammeter as a brake 
flow meter, in series 
with the braking resis- 


Suppression 
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tors, the meter marked with green and red sections to 
encourage drivers to use the brake correctly and gently 
and not just slam it into full emergency all the time. 

Fig 4 gives a general plan of the model controller. The 
throttle handle is similar to that seen in Part 2 of this 
series, however, the rotary pot was replaced with a curved 
piece of PC board under the handle on the inside of the 
unit, with a wiper arrangement. picking up the correct 
segment on the PC board for each throttle position. 

The whole box is built up from 9 mm ply and 1.2 mm 
sheet metal around the switch panel area. The right hand 
side of the controller box is removable for access to the 
interior. 

Fig 5 shows the circuit diagram. The alternative wiring 
arrangement for the geared throttle handle is shown. 

Photo 1 shows a full size control stand of a 2200 hp QR 
2100 class Clyde GM loco. 

Photo 2 shows the model diesel controller unit. 

Photo 3 shows a geared throttle lever and reversing 
lever under construction. Note the micro switch on the 
throttle which ensures the throttle is ’off’ when in ’Idle’ 
position - no matter which position the Notch 1 Set Up 
Pot’ is in. Plans for these handles are in Part 2. 

Part 4 of this series deals with a modern electric loco 


controller. 


Figs 4 and 5 are on next two pages 


Page 30 AMRA Journal No 207 


WARN | | age. 
N q | ‘Maer Loco Controller Cetayle 
| | Bye 


Main daawings appa 


tan shad scale |= Smm 
a of Switcn 
pp ) Ane Amer ie iRe Pence to stop UouR 
ra ee, Soke ope I= 1mm ft sh hil 


cere cd woah Vee 


| 

ey & Rey n 

tt 

2S OF (2 oe \-4 

fat wea : 

AN oe 
| \ 
PA 


ve 
iis Ca | 
2 eG, fs oie a 
Ss 
212/912 _O leleis 
OOOO © O1O } 117. 
7 
| | a 
OU 
| | CY 
| | 
ce 
3 
iS) — O| © | 
oe © 


Front 


AMRA_ Journal No 207 


Fie 5 Confholler circeit alaghan 


. 2x Sw Bulbs 
e Over, 
lord. 


Page 31 


Supply — 
) 


a 
lft ei Oo : 


a. Nats 5 Tidicating lights ow wel arel-R,ABCOE. 


| Nek Setup ost Switches on Surteh pAwel ARE numbered 
i Set th ab pts mal 9G 


swith when handle Brake Rotary swilch is 2 pole: switch, 
_ iw idle posrtions : 


Aleautve theettle handle arasagement 


Page 32 AMRA_ Journal No 207 = | ee 


A Coal Fired Gas Turbine Electric Loco? 


Qantas, which for many years has been 
at the leading edge of aviation technology, 
is now assisting in a project which is 
looking at alternative power sources and 
fuels for railway locomotives. 

The project has the potential: 

*Revolutionise railway motive power 
well beyond Australia’s shores. 

“Drastically cut operating costs. 

“Utilise a fuel in abundant supplies in 
Australia - coal. 

Our involvement is aviation-related, as 
the power plant for one of two develop- 
ment projects is an Allison 501KA gas 
turbine engine, similar to the T56 which 
powers the RAAF’s C130 Hercules and P3 
Orion aircraft. 

We will carry out the initial testing of 
the engine int he test cell and assist with the 
installation and ongoing maintenance. 

Qantas has signed a memorandum of 
understanding on the project. 

E&M, which maintains the T56s used by 
the RAAF, will have the opportunity to 
overhaul the 501KAs if and when the gas 
turbine-electric loco project becomes a 
reality. 

The project’s main aim is to look at the 
feasibility of using pulverised, or powdered 
‘clean’ coal to power present and new 
forms of traction. 

The coal-powered gas turbine-electric 
combination is a world first. It is also the 
first gas turbine loco produced in Australia. 

Interest in possible purchases in the gas 
turbine loco 2% been shown by NSW's 
State Rail, Victoria’s V-Line, Australian 
National, Australia’s new Interstate Rail 
Corporation and the Chinese National 


Queensiand Railways Old and New 
Left 


Al0 No 6 on load test with 2 DH locos. Mayne Yard June 199] 


Photos Debbie Malone 


This article is reprinted from Qantas 
News - February 1992 under the title 
"E&M helps ’alternative’ fuel project 
for locos’. The ’E & M? in the article 
is Qantas’ Engineering and 
Maintenance Department. 


Railways, which has indicated a provisional 
order for up to 200 locomotives. 

The man behind the project is Peter 
Drew, of Drewair International, who for 32 
years worked in E&M. He left 10 years ago 
as Customer Materials and Pooling Man- 
ager. 

He has spent the last seven years as an 
engineering consultant to the locomotive 
owner, with responsibility for the loco’s 
conversion and demonstration using pul- 
verised and chemically cleaned coal. This 
has now been perfected to a commercial 
Stage, with the removal of 14 trace ele- 
ments, 

Two consortiums are involved in the 
rojects - Karalee Research Pty Ltd, Asea 
rown Boveri of Sweden, Axel Johnson 

Steel of Sweden and Drewair; and Qantas, 
Drewair and National Airmotive Corp of 
the US. 

The first group has bought the two locos 
from StateRai! for the tests. 

Another player is the NSW Rail Trans- 
port Museum at Thirlmere, near Picton, on 
whose tracks the early testing will be car- 
ried out. 

National Airmotive, which already has 
business connections with Qantas through 
a service centre arrangement for T56 en- 
gines, has provided an Allison 501KA 


Right 


Brisbane 


engine and flight gearbox free of charge for 
18 months. These will be tested in a former 
StateRail 421 class diesel-electric loco. 

Qantas flew the engine and gearbox 
from the US to Australia. 

Peter said the pulverised coal (less than 
one micron in size) is carried in the loco’s 
modified fuel tanks. The diesel loco incor- 
porates a small combustion unit which 
converts the coal to gas and feeds it through 
a valve into the engine fuel system. 

The turbine accepts the dry coal fuel 
through a special valve directly into the 
engine fuel system. 

The gas turbine engine provides power 
to the generator which, in turn, feeds 
power to the bogie-mounted electric trac- 
tion motors, which drive the wheels. 


The gas turbine loco trials are due t 
start in mid-April after engille Test ia the 
TEst-Cell. “THE “diesel-electric loco tests 
should start later this month. 

‘Asea Brown Boveri could start building 
production models in Australia within two 
years,’ he said. 

Production models would be rat 
4750 hp, making them considefably more 
powerful than most of the world’s non- 
electric railway locos. 

However, the test engine has been de- 
rated to 2000 hp so it can fit straight into 
the chassis of the 421 class loco, which is 
rates at 2000 hp. 

Peter said the gas turbine loco would be 
more efficient and easier to maintain than 
current locos. Tests carried out over 400 
hours on a similar gas turbine produced no 
blade erosion or build-up of any material in 
the engine. 


The QR ICE train at the ’hole in the wall’ at Mayne, 
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More Photos of the MMRS 


The MMRS (Mel- 
bourne Model Railway 
Society) is still alive and 
well. They've been build- 
ing a layout at their new 
clubrooms for about 2 

ears. Much of the 

enchwork, wiring and 
track has been done and 
they’ve recently started 
building scenery. 

The following pho- 
tos are a sample of the 
progress made before 
Christmas 1991. The 
overall room size is 
approx 46 ft x 17 ft. 


Top 

The oil depot is in the 
west corner and present 
thoughts are that it will 
not provide any rail 
activity. However, ata 
later date, who knows? 
Centre 

There’s a module 
missing from the 
foreground here. We 
find it more comfortable 
to complete electric 
wiring by standing the — 
module on the edge of — 
a_ table. The old 
alternative was to sit on 
the floor for hours at a 
time, trying to complete 
wiring above one’s head. 
Bottom 

Allandale will be one 
of the big rail yards. it 
will be where a member 
can set up his train for 
access to the Logic Line. 
Also some storage is 
available for passenger 
car sets. The control 
panel was built and 
wired by Rod Marten 
and Ron Woodgate. 


Page 34 


Past Meetings 


January Meeting 
No formal meeting held; the evening 
Was spent with running trains on the layout. 
Also Owen Ely took the opportunity to 
take a video of the activities which will be 
used for promotional purposes. 


February Meeting 


Models for Display 

R Thomas N scale MRC bodies 
on Peco underframes and Kadee bogies of 
VR I wagon, Short U wagon, UB wagons 
and Long T wagon. 

R Little HO Pacific 4-6-2 steam loco - 
Southern Railways Crescent Limited - diecast 
made in China. 

W Moorehouse Split potential hand 
controller using the same circuitry as the 
Club’s hand controllers. 

R Dali HO Pacific 4-6-2 steam loco - 
Southern Railways Brass manufacturer 
United Scale Models of Japan. 


Competitions 
Models No entries 
Photo S Westerman - 94 pts - 


lower quadrant signal at Longford. 


Syllabus Item 

G Stockfeld gave a talk about ’Braking 
of Trains’ with a number of interesting 
examples as to how and when the drivers 
apply the brakes for different types and 
consists and loadings. 


General News 


Ballarat Exhibition 


The Branch has agreed to display Kyneton 
layout over the Queen’s Birthday Weekend 
in June 1992 at the Ballarat Model Rail- 
ways Club Exhibition. 

The times are as follows (subject to their 
final confirmation): 
Sat 6 June 1992 
Sun 7 June 10 am to 6 pm 
Mon 8 June 10 am to 5 pm 

At this stage (subject to confirmation) it 
is proposed to transport Kyneton to Balla- 
rat on the Friday afternoon and have it set 
up during the afternoon and evening, ready 
for Saturday bargin © Also, it will be 
dismantled after the Exhibition closes.on 
Monday and transported back to Glen Iris 
that evening. 

Volunteers are required to supply roll- 
ing stock, locomotives, etc for operation on 
Kyneton layout, as well as to transport and 


10 am to 9 pm 
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dismantle and transport it after the Exhibi- 
tion. 

_ Those who can assist in any way, please 
give their names, together with dethils of 
times, rolling stock, etc to either R Marsden 
or G Nitz. 


Junior Day 


The day that was to be held on Saturday 
6 June 1992 will now be held on Saturday 
13 June from 9 am to 2 pm (not 10 am to 
3 pm as usual). 


Timetable Day 


The day that was to be held on Sunday 
7 June 1992 will now be held on Sunday 14 
June 1992 - USA general prototype. 


Auction Day 
The annwal auction will be held on 


Saturday 13 June 1992. Lots for auction to 
be in by 1 pm. Lots will be open for 
inspection, etc from 1.15 pm with the 
auction to start as soon as possible after 
1.30 pm. It is important that these times 
are adhered to as close as possible. 

Forms will be available at the May and 
June meetings. 

Commission to be as follows:- 

Sold Lots 10% of ’knock down’ 
value with a minimum of 50 cents per lot. 

Unsold Lots 10% of ‘final bid’ value 
with a minimum of 50 cents and a maximum 
of $2 per lot. All lots must have a reserve 
prices noted on the form. 


Missing Club Locos 


The following HO locos have ’disap- 
eared’ from the cabinets. Anyone know- 
ing the whereabouts of such, please return 
or advise J Gardiner, T Reeves or R 
Marsden:- 
1 x Athearn HO loco Great Northern 
FP45 No 2358 (blue & grey ivory) 
2 x Lima HO loco South African 
diesel (blue ivory) 
Clinic Night 
On Thursday evening 30 January 
1992, G Nitz conducted a clinic on ’multi- 
meters’. This covered "Moving Coil’, 
"Vacuum Tube’ and ’Digital’ meters with 
the various types, sizes, ranges, cost avail- 
able, together with the advantages and 
disadvantages for use in model railway 
applications. This being a very interesting 
clinic with 19 members attending and if 
there is enough interest, it is possible it 
could be repeated at a later date. 


set up, man the layout over the weekend, 


A further Clinic Night will be held on 
Thursday 30 April (topic to be advised 
later). 

Any member who is able (or knows 
someone) to conduct one of these Clinic 
Nights, please advise the COM, as they are 
running out of ideas and people to conduct 
such. 

Working Bees: During 1991 the fol- 
lowing working bees were held: 

Sat 16 Feb (9 attendees): N 
Hambly, B Southwell, J Harry, R Thomas, 
G Turner, A Johnson, B Wadge, J Tre- 
seder, | McKenna 

Sun 17 Feb (8 attendees): S 
Westerman, B Westerman, R Dunn, D 
Norman, D Marsden, R Lloyd, I McK- 
enna, B Wadge 

Sat 18 May (5 attendees): R 
Marsden, J Treseder, B Wadge, D Nor- 
man, O Ely 

Sun 19 May (10 attendees): G 
Brown, S Westerman, R Marsden, D 
Marsden, J Marsden, A Woods, A Johnson, 
G Nitz, H Meijer, D Nimmon 

Sun 11 Aug (6 attendees): A 
Johnson, K De Souza, D Nimmon, G 
Turner, G Nitz, S Westerman 

Sun 17 Nov (10 attendees): B 
Westerman, S Westerman, J Treseder, A 
Johnson, D Nimmon, G Nitz, G Turner, R 
Monash, J McClure, B Tankey 

Altogether, 27 different members at- 
tended the six working bees held (some 
more than once). This gives a reasonable 
spread of members, instead of the same few 
each time. 


Working Bees 


It is intended that all future Satur- 
day and Sunday working bees are to be 
held on an ’as required’ basis for special 
purposes. The next such special purpose is 
to de-rust and repaint where necessary the 
roof. This was done about 18 months ago, 
but some parts need further treatment. 

It is required that members who are 
willing to undertake this work please advise 
the COM on what dates and times they will 
be able to do so. In this way (it is hoped) 
that the COM can thens elect dates and 
times when sufficient numbers are avail- 
able to carry out this task. A further 
complication is that the work needs to be 
carried out during fine, mild weather (as it 
can get very unpleasant on the roof during 
extreme weather). 

The situation as to the organisation of 
working bees is as follows: 

Jack Treseder organises and together 
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with the Monday morning ’Daylighters’ 
group carries out-some of the work re- 
quired. 

The COM organises and arranges to 
catry out other specific purpose work required 
and it is for this purpose that volunteer 
names, dates and times are required. It is 
hoped that 3 this means, members who 
cannot contribute to working bees during 
the weekdays can do so on one or two 
weekend times during the year and so 
Spread the work out more evenly amongst 
the members. It will be appreciated that 
many members of the "Daylighters’ group 
have some disability or are getting on in 
een and that this prevents them from 

andling ladder work and heights, etc. 


Timetable Operating Sessions 
During 1991 


The following timetable sessions with 
attendees: 


Date Day Prototype Attendees 
January (Sun) UK:...45 
. (Thurs) USA 17 
February (Sun) Aust 17 
es (Thur) USA 18 
March (Sun) USA 17 
¢ (Thur) European 17 
April (Sun) UR... i5 
. (Thur) Aust 19 
May (Sun) Aust 15 
‘ (Thur) USA 25 
June (Sun) USA 18 
. (Thur) USA 19 
July (Sun) UK 16 
* (Thur) European 20 
August (Sun) Aust 15 
(Thur) USA 21 
Sept (Sun) USA 15 
‘ (Thur) USA 15 
Oct (Sun) UK 14 
‘ (Thur) USA 19 
Nov (Sun) Aust 12 
” (Thur) Aust 18 
Dec (Sun) USA 12 


A total of 12 Sunday afternoon and 11 
Thursday evening sessions were held with 
the following average attendances: 


All Sunday sessions - 15.2 

All Thursday sessions - 18.9 

UK Prototype - 4 sessions (all on Sun) 
. 15 


European Prototype - 2 sessions (both 
Thur) - 8.5 
Aust Prototype - 4 sessions (Sun) 
- 14.75 
- 2 sessions (Thur) 
- 18.5 
USA Prototype - 4 sessions een) P 


” bP 
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- 7 sessions cern 

A number of members made their roll- 
ing stock available for these sessions and 
without this, these sessions would not have 
been able to be held. 

Members contributing such are: 

P England, G Nitz, R Lloyd, H Meijer, 
N Hambly, A McKenna, I McKenna, M 
Martin, W Secker, B Wedge, G Stockfeld, 
R Marsden, D Marsden, D Norman, R 
Polistena, D Nimmon, A Johnson, G Turner, 
K De Souza, J McClure, W Moorehouse, 
T Martin, R Bogie, T Reeves, R Hansen, 
R Robinson, J McDonald, S$ Westerman. 


Large Scale Layout 

The COM has given approval for an 
outside layout at the front and side of the 
grounds. It is proposed that the layout 
have some catenary, diesel and steam, plus 
live steam. 

Those interested in helping to construct 
the layout or need further information, 
contact Neil Riches. 


Programme 

MAY 

Sat: Junior Day - 10 am to 3 pm. 

BYO train. 

Sun 3 Timetable operation 1.30 
to 5 pm. Aust prototype 

Mon 4 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm. 
BYO train 

Thur 14 Social Meeting - 7.30 pm. 
Film night presented by J 
Gardner. Model - Standard 
Category. Photo - Preserved 
Railway 

Mon 18  Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm. 
BYO train 

Thur 28 — Timetable operation - 7.30 to 
11.30 pm. Aust prototype 

JUNE 

Mon 1 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm. 
BYO train 

Thur 11 Social Meeting - 7.30 pm. 
Alternative Safe Working by 
Kevin Hurley. Model - Stan 
dard Category. Photo - 
Railway Sign 

Sat 13 Junior Day - 9 am to 2 pm. 
BYO train 

Sat 13 Annual Auction - 1.30 pm. 

pm 

Sun 14 Timetable operation - 1.30 to 
5 pm. USA prototype 

Mon 15 Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm. 
BYO train 

Thur 25 Timetable operation - 7.30 to 
11.30 pm. USA 1950/60 
Western prototype 

Mon 29  Daylighters - 10 am to 3 pm. 
BYO train 

Note 


In last Journal, April programme, two 
errors:- 


Thur 9 Photo - "Night Scene’ 
(not Preserved Railway) 
Thur 23. ~—=Timetable operation - 


SHOULD READ 7.30 to 11.30 pm (not 
1.30 to 5 pm) 


Library News 

In 1963 Britain the Railway Correspon- 
dence and Travel Society commissioned a 
large study -- they didn’t know how large, 
I'd bet -- a study of thelocomotives owned 
at one time or other by the London and 
North Eastern Railway. 

The job took thirty-six years and pro- 

Locomotives of the L.N.E.R., eight- 
een closely-printed volumeswhich included 
over three thousand photographs. 

I can’t begin to think of commenting on 
the detail, except to say that it is simply 
overwhelming. Has anyone, ever, produced 
a similar work? 

We now have a copy of this spectacular 
series, thanks to the Estate of the late 
Gordon Fox. LNER modellers will be 
especially favoured (which Gordon would 
have thought as appropriate). but other 
English modellers will also gain -- that it, 


if they still talk to each other. 

And from the same stable is Coaching 
Stock of British Railways, 1978, 
byP.Mallaband and L.J.Bowles. This is 
basically a list of every coach then in use, 
with (greatly abbreviated) comments on 
details for each one. 

Back home in Australia, we have sev- 
eral beautiful picture books, thanks to the 
NSW Rail Transport Museum. First has the 
odd title of Away With Steam ,is by 
Lindsay Crow and Don McLean, and portrays 
the last days of NSW steam as seen by a 
pair of Victorians venturing across the 
tiver. Largely of the southern end of the 
main line, mainly black and white, it fea- 
tures good, clear photos in a landscape 
format, and will be useful indeed to mod- 
ellers of the period. 

Even better in terms of clarity of repro- 
duction is Steam in the Fifties by R.Selems. 
A great range of New South Wales subjects 
(even including the odd diesel) with useful 
captions, but perhaps a sameness of format 
that tends to pall (in railway photography 
generally, I suppose). If you’re wantin 
detailed shots of specific subjects, this wi 
appeal. If artistic photos, no. Still, a useful 
collection, including quite a lot of colour. 

Getting down to specifics, The Richmond 
Vale Railway by R.G.Preston is the sort of 
detailed but very readable production one 
expects from the author. The private rail- 
way worked with the South Maitland 
Railway, swapping motive powerand roll- 
ing stock, and outlived it by many years - 
- until 1987 in fact. Here is its fascinating 
story, with lots of atmospheric photos to go 
with it. 

Casting a wider net is Colin Taylor’s 
Steel Roads of Australia, from IPL Books, 
a new publisher to me. Taylor gives the 
impression of thoroughly enjoying writin 
the book and assembling the (excellent 
photos. He is at his best describing the 
peculiarities of Australian timetabling (of 
which he is a considerable expert). It is 
intriguing that commercial publishers still 
think it worth while to produce still another 
book on Australian railways in general; if 
the book turns out to be as much fun as 
this, let them do it again! 

How I missed it, I don’t know, but I’ve 
just caught up with Mike McCarthy’s Tresde 
Bridges and Tramways, put out in 1983 by 
the Light Railways Research Society of 
Australia. There is a lot in common be- 
tween this story (of the timber mills and 
their railways of the Erica district) and 
other timber-getters, but it is still worth 
reading, if only to remind us of how hard 
life was in the industry in the 1920’s -- and 
later, for that matter. 

In 1983 Lou Rae published his History 
of Railways and Tramways on Tasma- 
nia’s West Coast, and since has written on 
Mt Lyell’s Abt railway. His latest, The 
Emu Bay Railway, is a massive history of 
that picturesque, pioneering narrow gauge 
railway, which against all odds is stili 
operating down Tasmania’s west coast.It’s 
a hefty 20 page, A4 book, a nice piece of 
scholarship, very readable, and worth skim-. 
ming for the photos, many in colour, though 
these probably are not as much fun as the 
early black-and-whites. Certainly up to the 
standard of his earlier books -- that is to 
say, most impressive. 

Brian Southwell 
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President’s Piece 


Well, the 1991-92 AGM has come and 
gone. The attendance, plus apologies, 
accounted for less than 20 percent of the 
Branch membership. [| don’t think that 
eighty percent of the Branch members live 
outside the Sydney metropolitan area - so 
where were you? 

The 1991 Committee was re-elected, 
unopposed, with the exception of the 
Committeemen, where a close three-way 
competition resulted in the re-election of 
the 1991 Committeemen, so my desire for 
a continued strong Committee has been 
fulfilled. 

It is a great pleasure to see the number 
of fairly new members who have accepted 
appointment to the ancillary positions this 
year. 

Glen Percival accepted the position of 
Branch Publicity Officer, a position that 
has not previously existed. Ralph Wam- 
beek and Robert Obrien have volunteered 
to assist Bob Wardrop with exhibition 
matters. 

Judy Sant accepted the position of Branch 
Reporter. 

Roger Sant accepted the post of Branch 
Librarian. 

Additionally, the COM appointed Lay- 
out Supervisors as follows:- 

O Gauge Layout Norm Read 

HO Gauge Layout Ralph Wambeek 
N Gauge Layout Dave Bennett 
Hawksbury Layout Alan Tonks 

All members are asked to comply with 
the directions given by these Supervisors. 
Any work done on the layouts is to receive 

rior approval from the Supervisor of that 
ayout and is to be carried out to the 
standards set dowp by that Supervisor. 

Fred Stell has been appointed as Train- 
ing Officer for the HO Layout. 

All members are asked to comply with 
the directions given by the Librarian. Roger 
may wish to put a temporary stop on 
borrowing whilst he reorganises library 
procedures. As Roger is a very regular 
attendee, any closure of library facilities 
should be of fairly short duration and the 
results will be for the better, so far as 
library users are concerned. 

During afternoon tea, following the AGM, 
it was great to see a little huddle, comprised 
of our Secretary, Branch Reporter and 
Publicity Officer, sorting out who should 
do what and when - a good sign for the 
future. 

At the February COM pean the 
uote for the aluminium module frames 
om Howard Armstrong was accepted. 

Delivery of the frames should occur during 
April, provided that supplies of the latches, 
which lock the modules together, arrive on 
schedule. 

My thanks to all those members who 
accepted both executive and ancillary 
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positions, the enthusiasm displayed so far 
Should lead to great things during the 
coming year. My hope is that the Branch 
membership at large will join us and share 
this enthusiasm. 


Phil Kelly 
President 
NSW Branch Inc 


President’s Report 
1991-92 


The year, 1991-92, has been a year of 
consolidation and completion. Our pro- 
gramme has a reasonably regular format, 
which has seen a slow but steady increase 
in average attendance and a small nett gain 
in membership, despite the lack of co- 
operation from Journal in publishing our 
programme. For those members inter- 
ested, we normally have copies of our 
programme available at Rockdale. If you 
are not a regular attendee at Rockdale, an 
SSAE to the Secretary will get you a 
current gs. We also send copies to 
Sydney hobby shops. 

The completions include the new stairs 
which give comfortable access to the O 
Gauge po gy and our emergency lighting 
system which, | hope, will be switched on 
at our AGM. The lighting system has been 
virtually complete for some time, but has 
been on hold, pending completion of the 
new stairs and landing, as it was felt that 
we may have had to interchange the door 
and the roller shutter to allow the trailer to 
be loaded and parked inside the lobby 
before or after exhibitions. Also, well on 
the way to completion isa large, three track 
layout, which is intended to allow younger 
members to run their equipment, without 
tying up the main HO layout or endanger- 
ing the large collection of brass and other 
expensive locos running thereon. 

The COM: Again, a group with whom 
it has been a great pleasure to work. 

Vice President, Fred Green: ever- 
present, ever-reliable. 

Secretary, Dave Bennett: his ac- 
tions cover much more than your common 
secretarial duties. 

Treasurer, Jack Parker: despite a 
couple of bouts of ill health, continues on, 

uietly recy ak our finances and keeping 
the financial book and paperwork both up- 
to-date and neat and tidy. 

Exhibition Manager, Bob Wardrop: 
through rain, sun, snow and loss of voice, 
the show must go on. 

Committeemen: two new faces this 
year, although one has had prior experi- 
ence. Bruce Thompson is a comparatively 
new member of the Branch, but has made 
it clear that he is one of our major people 
persons, with the ability to take visitors and 
new members in hand for an orientation 
around the Clubrooms with introductions 


to all members along the way. 

Alan Tonks rejoined last year, after 
several years lapsed membership. Not only 
rejoined the Branch, but rejoined the 
Committee. Both of these gentlemen can 
only be classified as self starters, and their 
continued membership of the Branch and, 
hopefully, of the COM must be regarded as 
a big plus for the Branch. 

Other appointees: -. Norm Read 
continues as our Public Officer. 

Branch Reporter, Craig Withers: 
retired due to relocation to the ACT (this 
vacancy being filled by the irrepressible 
Tom Parkes, unfortunately, between visits 
to the hospital). 

Librarian: unfortunately we did not 
see a great deal of Arthur Hall at our 
norma! meetings and his assistant, Craig, as 
mentioned earlier, moved to the ACT 
during the year, so the Library was perhaps 
under-utilised this year. 

Roster Clerk: this position capably 
filled once more by Phil Lee. 

Assistant to Exhibition Manager, 
Roy Baxter: allowed Bob to shed some of 
his load, both before and during the 
Exhibition. 

Sales Officer: still appears to be this 
Norm Bennett/Dave Bead character. 

Auctioneer: yours truly. 

The 1991-92 programme was reasonably 
successful, with the majority of meetings 
being well attended. It is disappointing to 
see a drop off in attendance for other than 
operating meetings, although we did actu- 
ally have enough models for a modelling 
competition this year and the drawbar 
competition remains popular. 

We have instituted an informal, ongoing 
clinic, which is held during operating 
meetings. Under the guidance of Bob 
Wardrop and myself, we have members 
finishing off the controller project and a 
few little exercises in kit bashing. Cur- 
rently I have one member trying out a re- 
powering exercise on a 42 class which, 
hopefully, will eventually appear in Jour- 
nal Auctions have been successful again, 
with a good number of items presented for 
sale and a high sale rate. We are trying to 
time our auctions to be before suburban 
exhibitions, with bring and sell stalls, rather 
than after them. 

Our Annual Dinner was again in the 
hands of Ed Hogan. A great success in 
itself, the guest speaker, Eric Adams was 
the icing on the cake. On behalf of the 
COM and all those present, thank you, Ed. 
Taking our lead from programmes of yes- 
teryear, the COM planned a visit to 
Richmond Vale Mining Museum and Rail- 
way. Alan Tonks proceeded to obtain 
quotes, organise the hire of and drove a 
minibus to this venue, with twenty-odd 
very happy passengers. 

Our Exhibition was again a success in 
several ways. Although attendance and 
hence, income, was slightly down on last 
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year, our newly-acquired tax exempt status 
allowed us to pay our exhibitors more than 
previously. The fact that we made an initial 
payment to exhibitors on the Sunday, coupled 
with a little more personal contact during 
the weekend by Bob, Roy and myself did, 
I feel, send our exhibitors away with the 
feeling that their efforts were indeed ap- 
preciated by AMRA. 

We were invited to mount a two-day 
exhibition in conjunction with the opening 
of the Bayside Hotel Resort (at the other 
end of Bay Street) and in conjunction with 
Martin Astle, with his British N scale 
layout, and the men from Ardglen, we 
exhibited Hawksbury to the financial gain 
of all three groups. My thanks to Bruce for 
the checking out, organisation and trans- 
port for this exhibition and the efforts of 
the POGS in manning and operating 
Hawksbury for the weekend. 

The Saturday of this weekend coincided 
with our Christmas get-together, which this 

ear took the form of a sausage sizzle. This 
informal arrangement allowed us to enter- 
tain in excess of seventy members and their 
families (over twenty more than we can fit 
in for a dinner). My thanks to Denice 
Tyson for very capably organising the victuals. 

And so to the future - 

The majority of the 1992 programme is 
already in place, in the hope that we may 
be able to get it published in Journal. 

There are some clinics still to be final- 
ised, some guest speakers still to be con- 
firmed, so it would be wise to keep an eye 
on the Club Notice Board to keep up-to- 
date. 

Perusal of the programme will show a 
slight change to the operating days. It was 
suggested to the COM that we allocate 
some operating sessions to specific proto- 
types and this will be done this year on a 
trial basis, so that operating sessions have 
been specified as Australian, British, 
American, European Prototypes, or gen- 
eral. No prototype will be banned, but 
preference will be given to those members 
with the specified prototype equipment. 
So come on you modellers of strange and 
=— prototypes - now you can show them 
O 


N Gauge: Our N Gauge layout is has- 
tening slowly. Trackwork seems to be 
largely completed; scenery is progressing 
and the computer is slowly being pro- 
grammed to make it all work. Members 
interested, please contact Dave Bennett. 

We have planned another outside visit 
or so - keep an eye on the Notice Board for 
details. 

New HO Exhibition Layout: We hope 
to progress this item during 1992. 

Our NEEDS for 1992 include: 

* A continued, strong COM. 

* A Publicity Officer, largely for the 
exhibition, but also for the Branch in 
general. 

* Perhaps an additional Assistant or 
two to the Exhibition Manager. 

* A Branch Reporter who can attend 
most of our meetings, or at least someone 
who can make regular reports to Tom for 
so long as he is willing. 

* A Branch Librarian who can attend 
most, if not all, meetings and an Assistant 
to fill in. We have had a few frustrated 
would-be borrowers/users this year. 

* More volunteers for our exhibition. 
Experience would be nice, but much more 
important is willingness to do something 
for YOUR Association. 


On behalf of the COM, I would like to 
welcome any new members who have joined 
AMRA since our new membership year 
commenced. I know we did gain a few 
from the Bayside exhibition - may your 
membership be long and fruitful. I also 
note that THE EAGLE has landed. It is 
a pleasure to welcome Jack and Margaret 
whenever they can make it down from 
RAAF Glenbrook. 

Congratulations to Alan Tonks, this 
year’s recipient of the Méritorious Award 
for NSW, for his efforts with the Prototype 
Operating Group, the organisation of our 
bus tour to Richmond Vale and sundry 
other labours, present and past. 

Finally, I would like to thank the members 
of the 1991-92 COM for the assistance 
given to me and, more particularly, for 
their efforts on behalf of the Branch, our 
ladies for their support, both at the Clubrooms 
and at the exhibition and all those members 
of NSW Branch and our interstate mem- 
bers who gave of their time and effort to 
ensure the success of the 1991 Exhibition. 

Yours in modelling 

Phil Kelly 
President 


AMRA NSW Branch Inc 1991-92 


N Scale Report 


When a layout comes to fruition over 
the timespan that ours has involved, one 
occasionally meanders into reminiscence. 
One’s mind may explore, for example, the 
blissful easiness of a whim which led to the 
concept that preceded the drafts resulting 
in the design that was the blueprint for the 
structure supporting the trackbed under 
which was the wiring, in turn leading to the 
control panels that were drilled for the 
switches, aided by the computer which 
needed a cupboard and became covered 
with crumbs that fell from the polystyrene 
which were covered in plaster (which was 
removed for the resculpting) resulting from 
the re-thinking that pre-empted the paint- 
ing which was enhanced by the grass cover 
which cried out for the foliage that comple- 
ments the buildings which will weather like 
the ballast which is laid before the opening 
day planned for the afternoon of the Shire 
Council order which dictates a freeway 
which runs down our laneway that carries 
the bulldozers that mangle the Clubrooms 
into a huge pile of all of the above. 

Nothing quite like armchair modelling is 
there? 

There are lots of armchairs at AMRA 
Rockdale - without arms - and the resulting 
discomfort of suspending one’s elbows at 
chest level leads one to create much in the 
vein of the first paragraph. Which is why, 
with a delighted whoop from yours truly 
and a groan of embarrassment from his 
accomplice father, traffic came to a screech- 
ing halt along the Kiama Freeway and 
amazed weekend motorists were witness to 
a passenger dancing gleefully between piles 
of crumbling shale in a busy road cutting. 
The best specimens were hauled back to 
the offending vehicle and absconded to a 
distant suburbia. Here, successive paint- 
brushes belonging to the accomplice were 
rendered useless by latex spread carefully 
over gauze bandages laid on the surface of 
the unfortunate rocks. When the many 
layers were dry, they were peeled off, and 
hey presto, flat lifeless rubber molds of 
shale were completed. No match for the 
vulgar, overstated, but incredibly useful 


AMRA had been secreting for months. Oh 
well, full marks for effort and for narrow 
scrapes by Kiama motorists oblivious to the 
full meaning of a railway modeller’s scream. 

One could also meander, meanwhile, to 
the layout itself, which is becoming steadily 
more colourful around Cooper’s Creek. 
For some months a very large group of 
beautifully sculpted rocks, rescued from 
the demolished layout of a talented mod- 
eller of American prototype, languished in 
a clubroom corner. Condemnation or 
direct physical abuse were common, de- 
spite the cellotaped warning scrawled in 
angry, frantic capitals by its proponent. 
Now, patched, matched swatched, it is one 
of the highlights of the layout as an assort- 
ment of Poly S paint jars are put to good 
effect. In weeks to come the American 
molds will further cohere the scene, and 
when taken to ground cover level, the 
results will silence all possible critics for 
good. 

But this forms the backdrop for an even 
more amazing transformation. The con- 
struction of wooden trestles in HO has only 
become common in the last couple of ete 
but in an effort to once again herald the 
worthiness of NSW prototype modelling in 
N scale, the workmanship of Dave Bennett 
and Neil Watson has created a stunning 
bridge for the entry into Watson’s Flat 
terminus. Eleven trestle bents (soldered 
entirely in brass!) approach two concrete 
pylons (created in solid wood) between 
which spans a complete fine scale metal 
truss wis. ap again in brass. Naturally the 
bents and pylons have taken months to 
complete but the results will be simply 
breathtaking. The bridge is designed ‘to 
appear delicate, yet withstand the elbows 
of clumsiest members, always a real fear for 
club modellers. 

Another bridge under construction is 
the large viaduct leading from Bownen to 
Bennett, somewhere in the lee side of the 
Great Dividing Range. The vision of 
Martin Astley, a veteran of GWR in 2 mm 
scale, is perfectly suited to the British- 
inspired architecture of NSWGR dating 
from the Great War. No doubt amongst 
the eucalypts will appear some impressively 
detailed brick arches. (Actually it is the 
other way round, but we can dream). 

Members of the Branch not regular on 
Monday nights (that is, all but six of us) will 
sigh with relief that finally some work will 
actually change the layout - and that the 
work is not just....some reminiscing about 
the future. 


Glenn Watson 


General News 
Video Night on 24 January 1992 


The evening was due to start at 7.30 pm 
but the video machine refused to start! 
Ralph Wambeek suggest he go home and 
collect his video machine - 40 minutes later 
he returned with video in hand, much to 
the protests of his family who were watch- 
ing videos at the time and took some 
convincing that our need was greater than 
theirs - at about the same time the Club 
machine decided to work....so Ralph hur- 
riedly returned his video to the expe hi 
much to their delight and we thought it only 
fair to wait for his return before commenc- 
ing the evening’s viewing and eventually 
getting underway at 9.30 pm. 

A relative newcomer to the hobby and 
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still being introduced to the many facets of 
model railways, I found the videos on 
creating model railways very interesting 
showing easy to follow step-by-step guides 
to poneirucens a layout from beginning to 
end. 

Not wanting to turn into a pumpkin, | 
left the diehard members at midhignt, but 
I’m told on good authority they were all 
glued to the video till turned 1.00 am. 


Combined Clinic 

On Saturday, 18 February 1992 the 
NSW Branch of AMRA held a combined 
clinic with Southern Cross MRA on detec- 
tion systems and throttles. A total of 39 
attended, which also included members 
from the Macarthur District MRC. 

Speakers Bob Wardrop, John Lischelds 
and Phil Kelly gave very informative talks 
using overhead projections and various 
equipment to illustrate and demonstrate 
the workings of controllers, throttles and 
detectors. 


Auction 


On Saturday 15 February 1992 an auc- 
tion was held at our Rockdale Clubroom 
and members started booking in items from 
1.00 pm with a total of 237 lots offered for 
auction. Some unusual items included 
lamps, car seat covers, a complete car 
alarm system, nine drawers, a 8 ft by 4 ft 
baseboard complete with trestles and last, 
but not least, the club’s incinerator. In 
addition to these, a collector’s item of a 
very old Hornby tinplate boxed train set, 
complete with original ‘antique’ transformer 
was Offered along with the usual prolifera- 
tion of rolling stock, railway books and 
magazines etc. 

The auction got underway at approxi- 
mately 2.30 pm with an attendance of about 
50 members - bidding closed at 5.00 pm 
with the majority of lots offered being sold. 
Our auctions are always very successful and 
a good entertaining way to spend an after- 
noon. 

On behalf of all those members who 
attended the auction, I would like to thank 
Val and June for providing a delicious 
afternoon tea of cakes, biscuits, sandwiches, 
tea and coffee which is always much appre- 
ciated and enjoyed. 

Members, please note - in order to get 
our auctions underway at 2.30 pm prompt, 
all items offered for auction must be booked 
in before 2.00 pm. 


Clubroom news 

It has been decided to organise several 
working bees to tidy-up the overall appear- 
ance of the Clubroom with better use of 
storage areas being made under the layouts 
etc. 

To make sure all work undertaken is co- 
ordinated and original track plans/ideas are 
adhered to, Layout Supervisors have been 
appointed and will be ultimately respon- 
sible for overseeing running and mainte- 
nance of individual layouts. 

Those Supervisors will be: 

0’ Gauge Norm Read 
"HO’ Gauge Ralph Wambeek 
’N’ Gauge David Bennett 
Hawkesbury Alan Tonks 


Work Days 


Our usual Wednesday work party have 
been very busy and have now completed a 
three track layout built specifically for the 
kids. This layout was planned and built to 
avoid causing undue stress and high blood 
pressure to some of our members who 
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expensive brass locos were seen to be in 
danger from the younger generations’ at- 
tempt to break the rail/land speed record 
around the ’H0’ layout. 

Last Friday, 14 February 1992 on our 
general operation night, this layout proved 
a blessing in disguise. Due to a rather large 
attendance, members were queueing up to 
get a run on the ’H0’ layout and, yes, you 
guessed it - the new kids layout really got 
a workout from the ’Big Kids’. 

That’s all for this issue. 

Happy ballasting 


Judy Sant 
Programme 

APRIL 

Sat 4 Clinic - to be confirmed 

Fri 10 Layout Operation (North 
America) 

Sat 18 Layout Operation (General) 
EASTER SATURDAY 

Fri 24 Modelling Competition/Mod 
elling Videos 

MAY 

Sat 2 Ciinic - Painting sky and clouds 

Fri 8 Layout Operation (Australian) 

Sat 16 OPEN DAY - 10 am to 5.30 
pm 

Fri = 22 Layout Operation (European) 

Sun 3] Layout Operation (General) 

JUNE 

Sat 6 Auction (book items in by 2 
pm) 

Fri 12 Slides - Col Gilbertson 

Sat 20 Layout Operation (General) 

Fri 26 Layout Operation (UK) 

JULY 

Sat 4 Clinic - Bring in your model 
ling problems 

Fri 10 Layout Operation (General) 

Sat 28 Visit to Ryde Live Steamers 

Fri 24 Layout Operation (General) 

AUGUST 

Sat 1 Layout Operation (North 
America) 

Fri 14 ~~ Clinic - to be confirmed 


Branch Officers 


Elected: 

President Phil Kelly 790 5317 
Vice President Fred Green 524 8822 
Secretary David Bennett 524 3655 
Treasurer Jack Parker 724 5348 
Exhibition Manager Bob Wardrop 524 5376 
Committee Person Bruce Thompson 524 4834 


Appointed: 
Auctioneer Phil Kelly 
Librarian Roger Sant 


Assistant Librarians 
Branch Reporter Judy Sant 
Assistant Exhibition Managers 
Roster Clerk (Exhibition) Phil Lee 
Assistant Roster Clerk 


AMRA NSW Branch Incorporated 


Bruce Thompson 
Garry Butcher 


Ralph Wambeek 
Robert Oconner 


Alan Tonks 


Sat 15 Layout Operation (General) 
Annual Dinner - 6.30 pm 
Fri = 28 Layout Operation (General) 


NOTES 


Work Days: Wednesdays late morn- 
ing; most Monday nights from 7.30 pm 

: Continuing Clinics are held on Layout 
Operation days, covering such topics as: 
model making, kit bashing, detailing, 
throttles. 

. On Layout Operation days PRIOR- 
ITY is given to prototype indicated. 


* 


. Visitors welcome at meetings unless 
otherwise indicated. 
4 Meeting times, unless otherwise 


indicated, are: 

Ist & 3rd Saturdays 
2.00 to 5.30 pm 

2nd & 4th Fridays 
7.30 to 11.00 pm 


. Clubrooms are situated in Chapel 
Lane, Rockdale. Phone 02 - 567 1899. 
i All correspondence on NSW Branch 


matters should be addressed to: 
The Secretary, AMRA NSW 
PO Box 194 


Rockdale NSW 2216 


American 2-56 Thread 


Screws 


Electronic component supply stores 
are often good sources of the 2-56 size 
metal screws that are the standard in 
American HO scale rolling stock kits 
for mounting trucks and couplers. For 
example, Radio Parts Group sell plastic 
boxes of 100 screws in various sizes and 
lengths at very reasonable prices, such 
as 100 x 1/4” x 2-56 steel screws for 
$1.21, and 100 x 1/2” x 2-56 for $1.30 
(Aug 91). Tandy sell an assortment 
packet of 14 each of lengths 1/4”, 1/2” 
and 3/4” for $1.99. Many other elec- 
tronic stores also sell these screws, as 
well as 2-56 nuts and other American 
threads, such as 4-40. Check out the 
hardware section of your local dealer, 
right next to all those great tools... 


A.McK 


790 5317 
529 4767 
524 4834 
20 2248 

529 4767 


528 8112 
570 9358 
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PresiPiece 


A mixture of news this time, some good 
and, unfortunately, some not so good. 

The not so good news is the passing of 
Nan Simpson, a highly eapected: member, 
along with her husband, Ralph, of AMRA 
Queensland. 

Our past President, Bob Mawson, kindly 
offered to write a piece about Nan, and it 
appears after this column. On behalf of 
AMRA Queensland, I would like to take 
this opportunity to pass condolences to the 
family. 

To brighter items. The COM has, | 
think, set a record for the longest meeting! 
The February meeting went for four hours! 
What did we talk about, you ask? Apart 
from the usual formalities of Secretary and 
Treasurer’s reports, we have recently covered 
a wide variety of topics. Included are the 
upgrading of the Club shop, security of the 

ubrooms, the meeting calendar and various 
alternatives for Club outings. After the 
meeting, we move into Exhibition busi- 
ness. Maybe this is an appropriate time for 
you to jot the dates in your diary (as if you 

adn’t already) - Saturday 2 May to Monday 
4 May. Please, please we need all the help 
we can get for this, the greatest little train 
show. With two big halls, 36 layouts, 17 
trade stands and 9 Club/Society exhibits, 
it’s going to be big! Stay tuned, too, for 
what we hope will be exciting news about 
a major commercial sponsorship. 

Around the Club there’s been a lot 
happening. Ted Ward won the inaugural 
module contest (1 won’t mention that he 
had the only entry) and he entertained us 
with a presentation containing his unique 
humour. After that, we settled back to 
watch some videos. Thanks to those who 
brought their tapes in. On a person note, 
I would like to apologise to all present for 
being a little late. 

Incidentally, we should advise you that 
as these monthly get-togethers on the 4th 
Thursday are not actual formal meetings - 
they are under item 13(5) of our constitu- 
tion, a Monthly Gathering’ and, as such, 
you may find the format a little more casual 
than in the past. 

The Layout Committee have purchased 
a large quantity of code 83 track to start 
laying track for those of us who model 
HOn3-1/2. I’m sure Arthur Hayes and his 
crew would appreciate some volunteers to 
start laying it. Refer to the calendar for 
construction days and come along. Picks, 
shovels, etc are not necessary. 


James Yuille 


VICIORIA BRIDGE 


BRISBANE, RIVER 


Vale 


Nan Simpson — 


It is with a sense of sadness that I report 
i death of Nan Simpson on 28 December 
1991. 


Nan was one of those larger than life 
characters, always ready with a joke or a 
smile and an encouraging word, depending 
on the situation. Nan didn’t get to too 
many AMRA functions because of her 
husband’s shift work. But Nan was always 
at our Model Railway Show. She was a 
‘behind the scenes’ worker, generally pre- 
paring food for AMRA, members exhib- 
itors and the general public alike. the hot 
dog section was Nan’s "baby’. 

To everyone in the Queensland Branch 
that knew Nan, she was a delightful lady 
we her passing leaves us all with a sense 
of loss. 


Bob Mawson 


Clubroom Notes 


December and January meetings saw an 
—— drop off in attendances due to 
holidays. However, those who came en- 
ore the general clubroom activities of 
ayout Operation, magazine reading and 
general chit chat. 

Matthew Greig who started a brass 
scratch built HO scale 0-6-0 shunting steam 
loco at the AMRA Information Stand at 
the 1991 show continues to make progress. 
The Mashima motor and NSW gearbox will 
ensure good running characteristics. By 
the time you read this, the model will be 
completed and in use on the branch layout. 
Matthew plans to continue his scratchbuild- 
ing; possibly next will be an Sn3-1/2 OR 
steam loco. One must mention Matthew’s 
chocolate cakes which appear on the smoko 
table from time to time, and disappear 
quite rapidly. We wish Matthew every 
encouragement in his modelmaking and his 
high school studies. 

Our February Saturday afternoon run 
on the Club layout on the 1st was very weil 
attended. It was encouraging to see man 
new faces and activities in progress. Al- 
though the main control panel for the 
layout is not complete, the layout can be 
still operated to approx 75% of maximum 
capacity if correctly organised. Members 
who are interested in learning the layout 
and its systems taking part as a role of train 
despatcher or control clerk on these opera- 
tion sessions are welcomed to approach the 
Layout Committee and assist in this impor- 
tant task. This task will automatically lead 
into operation of the main panel, when 


complete, and a good working knowledge © 


of the layout would be of great assistance. 


THE 
GREEN BOARD 


Just like a real railway, it can only be as 
good as the operation staff and the training 
they’ve done. 

There has been some discussion recentl 
about timetable operation on the Clu 
Layout. Many remember the enjoyable 
times on the old Club Layout at the old 
Clubrooms, held at the other end of the 
station. Even though the new Club Layout 
is not totally complete, a significant amount 
of timetable operation could be available, 
if we have enough interest. Timetable 
operation can be a regular feature on Club 
activities. Timetable operation can take on 
a vast array of concepts and depths of 
involvement, basically totally flexible to 
the requirements of those interested. 

Other clubs and individuals around 
Australia find this type of operation most 
enjoyable and fires up great enthusiasm in 
the modelling group. In the past we found 
the younger members of the Branch had 
great enthusiasm in this style of operation, 
designing concepts of operation, making 
timetables and train graphs and other 
paperwork, the reward of all this prepara- 
tion is the final railway operation itself, 
following the timetable. 

The whole success of this part of railway 
modelling in the Branch is participation by 
members. The purpose of these notes is to 
perhaps start the ball rolling and general 
discussion, Perhaps it will end up as 6 
members meeting once a month for a 
special session or an all-in operation ses- 
sion on the first Saturday of each month. 

The working bee at Zillmere on Satur- 
day 8 February received a good attendance 
from Branch members and a great deal of 
maintenance and repair on branch exhibi- 
tion equipment was done. 

A special ’thank you’ to all who took 
part. A special treat for the day was the 
passing of the Queensland Railways steam 
train to Nambour; the work site is adjacent 
to the QR north coast main line. The 
return of this train with green pacific BB18- 
1/4 no 1079 hauling six wooden carriages 
was around 45 minutes early. This shows 
what CTC, spirited crews, a light load and 
a slow timetable can mean. 

The monthly meeting in January was a 
module competition as mentioned by James 
Yuille in his report. Ted Ward saved the 
day with his excellent presentation and 
module. We hope to feature this module 
and other aspects of his work in future 
issues of Journal. 

There is some interest in members at- 
tending the AMRA Information Stand at 
the Queensland Branch Annual Show this 
year, following the success of the workshop 
display at least year’s exhibition. Some 
members are keen to tackle new projects, 
repair and complete models and, at the 
same time, learn new skills and display and 
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share modelling information with visitors. 
As mentioned before, Matthew Greig started 
his model at this display. In the pipeline, 
following the activities at last year’s Infor- 
mation Stand is Tony Weber’s H0n3-1/2, 
B18-1/4 and Philip Hadley’s Sn3-1/2 BB18- 
1/4 to mention just two others. Hopefully, 
models started at last year’s show will be on 
oopiay at this year’s Info Stand. Since last 
year, Philip hadley has gone onto ’0’ scale 
narrow gauge modelling as well, modelling 
his local two foot gauge railways serving 
the Moreton Sugar Mill at Nambour. His 
small Baldwin Diesel loco and workpersons 
bogie wagons are a good first attempt and 
should serve as an encouragement to others 
to have a go. 

More on the Exhibition. We have hired 
the No.9 hall as well as the Horticultural 
Pavilion. This large No.9 hall is to the left 
of the Horticultural Pavilion and is twice 
the size of the Caged Bird Pavilion, the one 
to the right of the Horticultural Pavilion, 
which has been hired to supplement the 
Horticultural Pavilion in the past few shows. 

The No.9 hall has not been available in 
recent par and many exhibitors have 
been left out due to lack of space. How- 
ever, for 1992, with the extra space, many 
more exhibits can attend. This will demand 
extra duties for Branch members in the way 
of extra exits, supervision, fencing, etc. 
This 1992 show will be our largest so far, 
with a vase range of modelling and sup- 
plies; perhaps the most varied of any show 
around. It would be good to see a little 
more local modelling. However, it seems 
in sunny Queensland we have too much 
sun, the grass grows too fast, and there is 
little time available for the time consuming 
local prototype modelling - is that a good 
excuse of what? 

Finally, the success of our annual exhi- 
bition is directly related to the input by 
Branch Members, so please help out where 
possible. Our Branch Exhibition Secrte- 
tary, Jim Christie, has been working hard 
since our last show, in preparation for this 
bumper 1992 exhibition. A special ’thank 
you’ to Jim. 

Speaking of local modelling; we must 
congratulate the AMRA Western Austra- 
lian Branch Sn3-1/2 modelling group for 
producing the excellent Sn3-1/2 G class 2- 
6-0 steam locomotive kit using cast white- 
metal and etched metal parts. These kits 
are good value for your modelling dollar 
and please note the Queensland Railways 
had some of these locos, so here isa good 
excuse to purchase one. We wish the WA 
fellas every encouragement and success in 
this venture. 

Local modelling in 
Queensland is also assisted 
by some fine running HO 
scale 1450 class Diesel loco 
models presently available, 
plus some excellent Sn3-1/2 
diesel loco mechanisms and 
chassis are available on order. 
See the Branch Noticeboard 
for info. More news on 
local modelling news in the 
next Journal. 


Sales Cupboard 


News 


To assist local modellers, 
the Branch has been operat- 
ing the Sales Cupboard for 
many years. Robert Farlow 
is the new salesperson and 
keen to assist wherever 


possible. Many new items have been added 
recently and a full sales list is to be pub- 
lished in the next Journal. The Sales 
Cupboard was set up to help modellers 
obtain impossible or hard to get items, 
keeping a good stock. It is most depressing 
to get part way through an interesting 
project, find out you are missing something 
simple - perhaps handrail posts - then 
spend 1/2 a day and $10 in petrol chasing 
around, only to find everyone is also ver 
short in stock of the items one 
Modelling is often a spontaneous activity 
and nothing kills enthusiasm more like out 
of stock supplies. 


Clubroom Layout News 


Good progress is being made on the 
HOn3-1/2 (2mm) tracklaying. It is good to 
see this empty road bed being laid upon 
and hopefully soon, some operation on this 
trackage will start. Scenery work continues 
to progress in splats and blobs. It certainly 
has a good effect on the overall appearance 
of the layout. 


Branch Timetable 


APRIL 


Sat 4 Layout running afternoon. 
Bring your own dinner. Clinic evening and 
layout running. 7-8 pm. Tony Weber will 
share his experiences on loco kit building. 


Thur 9 Layout construction evening. 
Sat 18 Layout construction afternoon. 
Thur 23 Monthly meeting starting at 
7.45 pm. Report from COM Exhibition 


news. Find out where you can help. Show 


Winners of the 
recent Queensland 
annual modelling 
competition: 

Right 

Freight - kit - NPBF 
Fertiliser Wagon - 
Bruce Hoppit 
Freight - scratch - 
NSW Ball Bearing 
Wagon - Arthur 
Hayes 

Below 

Diesel -scratch - 0- 
4-0 Baby Baldwin - 
Steve Malone 
Structures - Atlas 
signal box - Tony 
Weber 


& Tell night. Bring along your latest 
modelling project or some item of interest. 
Thur 30 Help set up model railway 
exhibition at RNA Grounds. Transport 
equipment from Clubrooms and Zillmere 
storage to Exhibition Hall; set up electrical 
systems; canteen; mark out Hall. 


MAY 

Fri l Set up Model Railway Exhi- 
bition at RNA Grounds. Erect fencing that 
evening. 

Sat 2 AMRA (Qld Branch Model 


Railway Exhibition from 9 am - 6 pm. 


Sun 33 Exhibition: 10 am - 6 pm. 
Mon 4 Exhibition: 9 am - 6 pm. 
Extra help needed from 5.30 pm to 7.30 pm 
to pack up. 

Thur 14 Layout construction evening. 
Sat 16 Layout construction afternoon. 
Thur 28 Monthly meeting starting 7.45 


pm. Report from COM. Discussion on 
1992 exhibition. 


JUNE 

Sat 6 Layout running afternoon and 
evening. Bring your own tea. British clinic 
in evening. 

Thur 11 Layout construction evening. 
Sun 14 Suggested Bus Trip to 


Toowoomba to see Exhibition. Keep this 
date free. 
Sat 20 
Thur 25 


Layout construction afternoon. 
Monthly gathering 7.45 pm. 


Unwantables Auction (No reserve - Min 
$1). Bring along your old stuff and some 
cash; you'll never know what you may end 
up with! 
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Simon’s Scribblings 
Meritorious Award to Garry 


Pilmoor 

The Federal Committee of Management 
accepted the recommendation of the Western 
Branch Management Committee to reward 
Garry Pilmoor with a MERITORIOUS 
AWARD. It was my pleasure to present 
Garry with his Meritorious Award Badge 
and the Meritorious Award Shield at the 
Branch’s Christmas Function on 21st 
December last. 

Garry joined the Association in 1986 
and has been a member of the Branch 
Management Committee since 1989. In 
1991, he took on the task of Model Rail- 
way Exhibition Co-ordinator and oversaw 
what was one of our most successful exhi- 
bitions ever. It’s been said that it takes a 
big man to tackle a big job successfully and 
this could not have been more true than for 
the 1991 Exhibition. Thanks, Garry, for all 
your efforts and dedication to the Branch’s 
forward progress. 


The Passing of Harley Nichols 

It is with the greatest of regret that I 
have to inform members that one of our 
well-known members, Harley Nichols, passed 
away on 22nd January, following a short 
illness. 

Baie oined the Association in July 
1988 and during his all-too brief involve- 
ment with the Association, was an amiable 
and dynamic member who made a consid- 
erable contribution and impression in the 
affairs of the Western Australian Branch. 

In addition to being a regular attendee 
at Branch meetings, Harley exhibited his 4 
mm scale layout ’Edingholt’ at the Branch’s 
1990 Model Railway Exhibition, he served 
on the Branch Management Committee for 
six months in 1990 and he assisted with the 
organisation of several exhibitions. 

I am sure that I can extend, on behalf 
of all AMRA members, our sincerest 
condolences to Marcia and the Nichols 
family. 

In this issue of Journal’, you will find 
other items on this subject, written by 
those who knew Harley better than I did. 
I will leave further comment to them. 


Christmas Family Function - 21st 
December 1991 


There was a great turnout of members 
and their families for the Branch’s Christ- 
mas Function held in the evening of a very 
hot day. | 

So many members and their families 
turned up that we had to use every chair we 
had in the place, we had to bring out the 
table tennis table that Roger Solly had 
donated to the Branch and even then, we 
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still had people standing, both in and out 
of the Clubrooms. However, it was really 
great to see sO many turn up and it was my 
great pleasure to be able to present to the 
members’ partners at the function, a flower 
in a tube and a box of chocolates, in 
recognition of the tolerance that they have 
shown to their opposite numbers in allow- 
ing them to pursue their interest in model 
railways and in the affairs of the Branch. 
Thanks, ladies! You know you can always 
join them, if you can’t beat them!! 


Layout Managers 
Three Layout Managers, commonly called 
’Gaffers’ in their trade, have been ap- 
pone. one responsible for each layout. 
hey are:- 


Dennis Ling” - ’O’ scale 
Alan Higgs . OO’ scale 
lan Wood : "N’ scale 


Ian Wood retains an overall responsibil- 
ity aa LAYOUTS CO-ORDINATOR, for 
all of the activities in the Layouts Room. 

All three Layout Managers will wear an 
identifying badge and should any member 
have any problem or query regarding the 


operation of one of the Layouts, they 


should contact the appropriate Manager or 
lan himself. 


Storeroom Changes 

At the last "Major Task Working Day’ 
on 18th January, new shelving units have 
been assembled and installed in the Store- 
room and much of the accumulated ’junk’ 
sorted, packed into plastic storage cubes, 
labelled and filed.....or it’s been disposed 
of to "The Free Box’ or taken by volunteers 
on the day or put in the rubbish bin! 

This situation has resulted in a much 
improved situation in the Storeroom. 
Congratulations and thanks to all involved 
in a job well done. 

Simon Mead 


President 


Harley Chew Nichols 
(1931 - 1992) 


A Tribute from his Friend, 


Richard Smart 

I first met Harley in 1952 at the Eco- 
nomic Stores, an old Perth department 
store which used to be on the east side of 
William Street, between Murray and Hay 
Streets. He was a ticket-writer there and 
had earlier been employed by Foy & Gibson’s 
(another old department store, which used 
to be where Central Park is now) in the 
same capacity and when he left to go to 
Economic, I took his place, although he 
had left before I arrived. Soon after I had 


To : 
©, “ASHFIELD 


Extracts from 
*The 
Branchline’ 


joined Foy & Gibson’s, Cox Brothers (an 
eastern states retailer) bought both Eco- 
nomic Stores and Foy & Gibson’s and had 
decided to rationalise the ticket-writing for 
the two stores by having just the one 
workshop. And that’s when I met Harley 
for the first time. 

And so, he and I worked together for 
the next thirteen years. During those 
years, Harley met and married Marcia and 
they had two children, Ashley and Kaylene. 

Whilst at Cox Bros, Harley and I got up 
to quite a few tricks. One which I remem- 
ber particularly, was on April Fool’s Day 
(1st April). Harley said to me ’Follow me, 
Smart’, so down to the corner of Hay and 
William Streets we went and Harley started 
to point up to the sky, saying ’Can you see 
them, Dick?’. ’Yes’, said I, ’about twenty 
of them, all close together’. After about 
five minutes or so we had about thirty 
people standing around pointing and talk- 
ing amongst themselves. Harley gave me 
a wink and we slowly moved away and went 
back to work. Mind you, at that time, 
Perth was alive with sightings of UFOs 
(unidentified flying objects). 

Harley went to Nedlands Primary School 
and then to Perth Technical School in 
Newcastle Street. Also, in his younger 
days, he was a road cyclist, ibe or 
Speedlite’, and he won quite a number of 
races. 

He also was involved in Scouting with 
his son, Ashley, and became a Scout Leader. 

After buying Economic Stores and Foy 
& Gibson’s, Cox Bros went broke them- 
selves, so I went north ’to make my for- 
tune’ (which I didn’t) and Harley started 
his own business which was to become 
Nichols Silk Screen Arts’. Along with all 
the — of running his own business, 
working all hours of the day and night, 
being burnt out, he and Marcia found the 
time to make bricks to build their home. 

About this time, Harley joined the Citizen 
Military Forces (CMF) as a private and 
over the next twelve years became the 
Regimental Sergeant Major of the RAEME 
down at Fremantle. He also became a 
member of the Freemasons (St Andrew’s 
Lodge) and a member of Lions (Southern 
Districts) and helped numerous chapters of 
that organisation. Still later on in Harley’s 
life, he and Marcia became distributors for 
Amway’ and were most successful in this 
venture. 

By now, Marcia decided that Harley 
should take up some kind of hobby. "Model 
Railways’ seemed to be the ideal choice, so 
they came to the 1988 Model Railway 
exhibition, liked what they saw, decided 
that Model Railways was it and so they 
joined AMRA a few weeks later. 

In typical Harley manner, he built his 
’00’ scale layout ’Edingholt’ within the year 
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and he exhibited this lovely layout at the 
1989 Model Railway Exhibition. 


After this effort, Harley looked at my 
7mm scale locomotives and this prompted 
him to buy an ’H Class’ locomotive that was 
being built by Alan Parrott. He was so 
taken with this model that he commis- 
sioned Alan to build a 7mm scale model of 
the 4-6-2 Duchess of Hamilton’, on whose 
footplate he had climbed when he visited 
ee Railway Museum at York in 


For Christmas 1990, Marcia bought him 
an Aster live steam Gauge One kit for the 
GWR 4-6-0 ’King George V’, hoping that 
it would take him all of the following year 
to build. Yes, you guessed it.....he built 
this beautiful Japanese kit in just three 
weeks! He showed his pride and joy at a 
"Bring and Show’ on 21st January 1991 - he 
brought it to the Clubrooms that night in 
his son’s Rolls Royce, a very suitable mode 
of transport, in my opinion, for such a 
model! Harley’s skill with his hands shows 
in the finished model of ’KGV’. 

Harley’s skill within Perth’s display world 
will be sorely missed and I am sure that his 
name for fair and honest business acumen 
will keep his name in the fore of Perth's 
business world for a long time. 


1992 Model Railway 
Exhibition Report 


Expressions of interest from potential 
exhibitors to date indicate a diverse range 
of layouts will be available for the 199) 
Model Railway Exhibition. However, if 
you're interested in exhibiting your layout, 
you can still contact Graham Watson on 09 
- 250 1084 to discuss what you have and 
whether it is possible to include you in this 
year’s Exhibition. If it isn’t, there’s always 
next year! 

As with last year, the 1992 Model Rail- 
way Exhibition will be held in the Silver 
Jubilee Pavilion at the Claremont 
Showgrounds of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of WA. It will be held over the 
Foundation Day long weekend, Saturday 
30th May through to Monday Ist June. 

Whilst we’re satisfied that visitors to the 
Exhibition will be treated to a first class 
display and that they will enjoy themselves, 
the cornerstone of success is the publicity 
programme. Naturally, there will be print 
media advertising and we’ll be trying to get 
as many ‘freebies’ as we can from the 
electronic media but it’s in the distribution 
of handbills and posters where the mem- 
bers of the Branch can really pull their 
weight. 

With the April issues of "The Branch- 
line’, there will be an ’Exhibition Pack’, 
which will contain a small number of handbills 
and posters for members to distribute. 
There will also be information on how to 
get more of them! 

The Exhibition Pack’ will also contain 
a Roster Form for members to set out when 
they (if they’re not an exhibitor or already 
committed to the Exhibition) can assist in 
the running of the Exhibition. 

Finally, the Exhibition Pack’ will in- 
clude a book of twenty raffle rickets for 
those Senior Members who have not indi- 
cated in the past they do not wish to receive 
raffle tickets for various reasons (ethical, 
moral, religious, etc). Student Members 
will not receive the raffle tickets in the 
Exhibition Packs’ in view of the legal 


AMRA_ Journal No 207 


aspects of young persons selling raffle tick- 
ets. 

_ Naturally, Senior Members who have 
joined the Association since the 1991 
Exhibition will not have been involved with 
our raffles and if any of them have strongly- 
held views on receiving raffle tickets, they 
Should convey their wishes as soon as 
possible to the 1992 Raffle Co-ordinator. 
Pat Alexander, on 09 - 401 9907. 


However, it is suggested that.they, and 
other Senior Members who have in the past 
indicated a desire not to receive a book of 
raffle tickets, might consider the possibility 
of purchasing the raffle tickets themselves 
(rather than selling them) or making a 
donation of $10.00 to the Branch in lieu, 
regarding the whole business as equivalent 
to paying a WA Branch annual member- 
ship fee - after all, belonging to the WA 
Branch, with all its benefits, costs abso- 
lutely nothing, as all membership subscrip- 
tions are passed on wholly to the Federal 
Committee of Management and, apart from 
any Recruitment Incentive Bonuses earned, 
the WA Branch does not receive any of the 
subscriptions paid by members of the Branch. 

Your full support in making the 1992 
Model Railway Exhibition an outstanding 
success is vitally important. 


Lionel Boyce 
1992 Model Railway Exhibition Co- 
ordinator 


Fly on the Wall at the 
Management Committee 
Meetings 


December: Averaged results of the 
essed scores at the 1991 Railway Model- 
ing Competition to be provided to en- 
trants, to ne feedback on what the 
judges look for when examining models. 
Fluorescent work lights to be purchased to 
assist when working on the Branch layouts. 
Workshop safety signs to be purchased. 


Air brush spray booth to be ventilated to 


exterior of building. Additional exterior 
security lighting approved for installation. 
Noted that members from 22 households 
had not renewed their AMRA member- 
ships. Couplings on locomotives and roll- 
ing stock on 4mm/ft scale ’Haltwhistle’ 
layout to be standardised on Mainline type. 
Purchase of digital scale (for use in Loco 
Hauling Competitions and in weighing out 
stock at ‘Paddington Market’) approved. 
‘Layout Gaffers’ to be positively identified 
for the benefit of new members and to 
exercise control of use of layouts. Report 
on progress with reconstruction of ’Ebford 
Regis’ ’0’ scale layout by Dennis Ling 
noted and complimented. Plastic storage 
cubes approved for purchase. I Wood's 
donation of a Kalmbach 1992 calendar 
accepted with appreciation. Purchase of a 
railway style’ wall clock approved. Assur- 
ance received from Layouts Co-ordinator 
that the "West-N-Trak’ layout would be 
ready for the 1992 Model Railway Exhibi- 
tion. Details of the ModelRail 92 Conven- 
tion, to be held on Ist November 1992 
finalised. An additional 32 videos ap- 
proved for purchase. 

January: The passing away of our 
esteemed member (and former Committee- 
man, Harley Nichols, was noted with sad- 
ness. Graham Watson, Exhibition Layout 
Searcher’, advised that 15 layouts had 
been offered and that some late offers were 


still expected. Details of a Club Award 
finalised, with nominations from the WA 
membership and final selection by the 
Management Committee being announced 
at the Annual General Meeting. Surplus 
Telecom, single strand, multi-core wire to 
be offered at no charge to members. Costings 
for the installation of a telephone and 
answering machine at the Clubrooms to be 
obtained. AMRA display at the Inglewood 
Library during February approved. Fur- 
ther funding of $800 approved for ’Ebford 
Regis’ rebuild project for first quarter 1992 
in accordance with the previously agreed 
budget. Potential co-ordinators for the 
Branch’s 1992 Raffle identified. Postage 
costs for "The Branchline’ seen to rise 
significantly over the next two years, due 
to decision by Australia Post to withdraw 
the Registered Publications system. Agreed 
to take up offer of five years of back 
numbers of Australian Railway Enthusi- 
ast’ at 10 cents per copy. The current 
arrangement concerning the availability of 
the Branch’s copy of The Clearing House’ 
to AMRA members to be formally ratified 
i British Railway Modellers of Austra- 
la. 


Readers’ and Viewers’ 


Corner 


A turther 28 videos have been added to 
the Library shelves in the past two 
months...... and there are five more US 
titles on order and expected any day now. 
The new ones are:- 

Steam Scene, Volumes /] (Spring 1986) 
through to Volume 23 (Autumn 1991) (55 
minutes each, magazine format with about 


- four topics covered in each Volume) (British) 


Springfield Terminal, 115 minutes look- 
ing at operations around Springfield, 
Massachusetts over Easter 1991. (US) 

Conrail on the Boston & Albany, 90 
minutes looking at Conrail freight opera- 
tions in the New England area in early 
1991. (US) 

The Last Decade of Steam - NSWGR 
in the 1960s - 42 minutes, mostly B&W, of 
classic NSW steam locomotives in their last 
days. 

Hudson Through the Hills, 88 minutes 
of coverage of the historic visit of Victorian 
Railways R761 to South Australia in 1987. 

Tasmania - A Rail Revival, 60 minutes 
looking at both steam and diesel locomo- 
tives in action in Tassie in 1989. 

The Library continues to receive more 
than a passing thought from some mem- 
bers. Further donations of first class material 
have been received from Peter Sapte, Trevor 
Wilbraham and Cassidy Newland, to name 
but a few! Donations of books and videos 
in Beta format (to be dubbed onto VHS) 
have also been received from a non-mem- 
ber, Mr R Dyer, of Mount Pleasant. It’s 
little wonder that our Library is second to 
none within the world of model railway 
clubs and, I suggest, many other model 
clubs. 

Finally, a word of thanks to the many 
members, and the Committee, who have 
stepped in and attend to various Library 
and Club matters for me whilst I’ve been 
unable to be there. I expect t be ’back on 
deck’ within another week or so. 


Lionel Boyce 
Library Co-ordinator 


Membership Matters 

Since the December 1991 issue of ’The 
Branchline’ was published, another seven 
Western Australians have joined the Asso- 
ciation and thus, they automatically also 
become members of the Western Austra- 
lian Branch. We welcome them all and 
hope that they will find their memberships 
of the Association, and of the Branch (in 
particular), will be fruitful, educational and 
enjoyable. They are:- 
Andrew BLAKE White Gum Valley 00’ 

Graham and Annette BOYCE 
Gosnells *Sn3-1/2’ 


David HOLBERTON Midland ’N’ 
Barry LEE Armadale 

*Sn3-1/2’, ’HO’ and ’00° 
Derek PITKIN San Remo ’Sn3-1/2° 
Don SCOTT Langford ’HO0’ 


There has been a further four late 
renewals for 1991-92 but the trickle of 
renewals has now dried up completely and 
we were left with 17 past members (from 15 
households) who just ’dropped off the 
vine’. Combined with the 12 (from 10 
households) who had the decency to let us 
know that they were resigning their mem- 
berships (and another who just disappeared 
without telling us of an address change!), 
we lost 30 souls - that’s about 11% of the 
pesos we had at the Py perk of last 
August and isn’t too bad a final result. 

it is with much sadness that I have 
recorded the passing of Harley Nichols last 
month. Although she was not a member of 
the Association, we are also saddened by 
the news of the peas of Elizabeth Th- 
ompson, wife of our member Malcolm 
Thompson. Finally, we noted int he daily 
newspaper that Theo Bickford had died. 
Theo was a member of AMRA before the 
Western Australian Branch was formed in 
1972 until his resignation in 1986. 

The net effect of all these "pluses and 
minuses’ is that the current membership (as 
at 15/2/1992) is 282, compared with 224 at 
the same time in 1991. We’re still “leading 
the field’, with the other Branch numbers 


being:- 

New South Wales 257 (256 in 1991) 
Queensland 131 (129 in 1991) 
Victoria 253. (256 in 1991) 


The Federal Committee of Management 
has redesigned the Membership Applica- 
tion Form and the Prospectus regarding the 
Association and we have done a ‘cut and 
paste’ job on it to include some information 
about the Western Australian Branch for 
prospective members. 

Alan Porter 


Branch Registrar 


Around the Layouts 


Like rust and taxes, the rebuilding of 
’Ebford Regis’ keeps creeping along. Dennis 
Ling is certainly leading from the front - 
does this man ever sleep! It seems that 
everytime I walk through the Layout Room, 
he’s there. The scenery profile boards are 

oing up and the formation for the track 
Fase is taking shape. At this stage, the ’0” 
scale layout will be ready for the 1993 
Model Railway Exhibition. Keep up the 
good work, Dennis and crew. 

The ’West-N-Trak’ layout is scheduled 
for exhibition this year at the Model Rail- 
way Exhibition in the Silver Jubilee Pavil- 
ion at the Claremont Showgrounds. It, 
too, is progressing with scenery additions 
and alterations. Some sceptics have their 


AMRA_ Journal No 207 


doubts that it will be ready but it’s amazing 
what a deadline can do to inspire activity! 
The ’00° scale ’Haltwhistle’ layout is 
having some of the rolling stock and loco- 
motives overhauled and improved and it is 
planned to fit all with Mainline couplings, 
thus standardising all the Branch stock. 


Ian Wood 
Layouts Co-ordinator 


The WA Branch ’Club 


Award’ 


Foliowing consultation with Ted Thoday, 
the Management Committee has decided to 
modify the use of the Ted Thoday Encour- 
agement Award. The award was donated 
to the Branch by Ted in 1988 as a means 
of encouraging a better standard of model- 
ling among those members who did not feel 
that their modelling efforts were good 
enough for public display, which is a con- 
dition of entry in the Branch’s annual 
railway display, which is a condition of 
entry in the Branch’s annual Railway 
Modelling Competition. Unfortunately, 
the Award did not give the desired results 
and it lapsed in 1990. The Award will now 
be used for The Western Australian Branch 
*Club” Award’. 

Accordingly, Western Australian Branch 
members are invited to nominate a member 
who they consider has contributed to the 
betterment of the Branch and whose efforts 
deserve to be formally recognised. 

Members wishing to nominate a fellow 
Western Australian Branch member are 
invited to submit a written nomination to 
the Branch Secretary, no later than Satur- 
day, 16th May 1992. 

The nomination letter must contain the 
name of the person nominated, a para- 
graph stating the reasons for the nomina- 
tion and the name of the person making the 
nomination. The Management Committee 
will consider at its May and June 1992 
meetings all the nominations received and 
the winner will be announced by the Presi- 


- dent at the Annual General Meeting on 6th 


July 1992. 


Alan Porter Has Some 
Fun With The Strippers 


These sordid experiences came about 
after I went there. it was a sort of 
compulsion, I couldn’t stay away. I couldn’t 
resist the temptation to go and have a peek 
at the interesting things that might be 
there! And so, I queued up with a lot of 
others waiting for the doors to open and let 
us in to get a position at the front. 

What was I about to ’perve’ over? 
Disappointingly, it wasn’t your usual 36-34- 
36 (to use Fiaaeria terms....you know, 
these numbers aren’t half as interesting 
when you metricate them to 915-610-915), 
except to say that they’re big!) that I was 
about to find, but a collection of new and 
old model aun items (as well as cast 
metal road vehicles) being sold by City 
Models at the Joan Watters Centre in 
Jersey Street, Wembley on a Sunday after- 
noon early in December. 

I ’perved’, I touched and fondled what 
1 wanted.....a ‘tatty’ old Tri-ang 7-plank 
open wagon body which had been painted 
by its previous owner with a treacle-like 
paint with a 4” brush and three Tri-ang 
clerestory coaches made of a vivid red 
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plastic whose owner (a different one to the 
wagon body) had oversprayed nicely with 


a reddish paint approximating to "Midland 
Lake’. ’Little besuties’ I said, until I 
noticed that one had been ’lined out’ not 
very well with a thick yellow paint. ’Not 
to worry; I'll soon fix these’, I says to Mike 
Wilson who was helping Tim and Wemie 
Mackintosh with the operation, ’I’ll take 
"em all, wagon body and all three cleresto- 
ries’. 

Back home and into a bath of 10% 
caustic soda solution go the open wagon 
body and the ‘lined out’ clerestory coach 
body. Great effect.....within 15 minutes, 
the paint’s coming off in great strips, leav- 
ing the brilliant green plastic of the wagon 
body exposed and the brilliant red plastic 
of the coach exposed. Don’t worry, they’ll 
look well when repainted properly. Flushed 
with this success, the other two clerestories 
go into the caustic and the sprayed-on paint 
comes off nicely. All four bodies are now 
ready to re-spray with the Badger. 

What else should be done at the same 
time? Well, there’s some Lima inside 
framed Siphon Gs and a couple of General 
Utility Vans and three Mainline ex-LMS 
50’ Parcels Vans. All wore factory applied 
BR Blue or Blue/Grey liveries, which is 
outside by BR ee Fabs (1950- 
early 1960s), so I thought I'd strip them all 
of their old paint and into the caustic bath 
they went. Result - nil! Over to the Brake 
Fluid!! 

Well, to cut a long story short, the 
Mainline paint came off quite well with 
some 5 year-old Castrol Brake Fluid but it 
was less effective with the Lima paint and 
after about three bodies, fully immersed in 
Brake Fluid, the solvency toward Lima’s 
paint fell off. 

So, off to get some new Brake Fluid, 
this time from Mobil (I couldn’t find any 
BP stuff at K-Mart!) and in they went 
again. The new Brake Fluid tackled the 
Lima paint much better without affecting 
the underlying plastic but the new Brake 
Fluid had a small, but discernible effect on 
the Mainline plastic whereas the older 
Castrol Brake Fluid had not affected it at 
all. I’m now ready for the ’big day’ with 
the Badger, but be wary of using Brake 
Fluids - try them on a non-visible part first! 


Branchline Bumblings 
With No More Apologies (Enough 
is Enough!) 

I must have been about 15 years old. A 
friend, who was a few years older, was 
interested in trains too, both model and 
prototype. He had an FJ Holden with twin 
carbies and a two inch exhaust system. 
Ron was cool! It was the early sixties, "The 
Beachboys’ were on the radio and in Vic- 
toria, steam was in its twilight years - or was 
it sunset? 

We would go away on weekends and 
public holidays to the country, for this was 
the best place to see steam. It was also 
about this time that my hormones started 
rearranging themselves and I began to 
notice that girls weren’t that bad after all! 
I wouldn’t change those years for quids. 

The only bad thing about it was when I 
used to see the centre pages of the ARHS 
Bulletin’ and read the road numbers of the 
steam locomotives that had been cut up for 
scrap that month. The only way I could 
cope with this was to believe that there 
must be a heaven where these machines 
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went. After all, heaven was supposed to be 
the most wonderful place you could think 
of an, to me, that meant there had to be 
steam trains there. I would ease myself off 
to sleep at nights imagining Rs, Js and Ns 
hauling long strings of red oxide GYs with 
tarpaulins flapping and a six wheel Z van 
at the rear. (I never rode in a Z van, but 
stories abound about their riding character- 
istics. One was that the guard could easily 
tell if the van became derailed, because it 
would then ride more smoothly!) 

Well, maybe heaven is a state of mind, 
because I can still see those trains, in a 
aloe summer, passing through sun- 

leached wheattfields. ey’re also in 
embryonic form in my train-room. 

I don’t spend all my life living in the 
past, but it sure is a nice place to escape to 
now and then. 


lan Wood 
Programme 
April 
Sat 4 General Club Activities 


At these meetings, you may use the 
Clubroom facilities as you wish, with but 
few restrictions (eg the need for a ’Certifi- 
cate of Competency’ for using some of the 
Work Station equipment). There’s the 
Branch’s 16.5mm gauge layout ’Haltwhistle’ 
(which has sufficient clearances for ’S’ scale 
stock as well as HO’ and ’00’) on which you 
can run your own trains (or you may use 
the Branch’s ’00’ scale equipment), you can 
assist with the further development of the 
"West-N-Trak’ layout or on the building of 
the new 32mm gauge 0’ scale ’Ebford 
Regis’ layout, you can try your hand at the 
Shunting Puzzle on the ’Ossie Gully’ lay- 
out, you can browse through the mountains 
of information in the Library, you may put 
a video into our video player (and sit back 
and enjoy the show) or, if all these things 
sound a bit too arduous, you can chat away 
to like-minded model railway or prototype 
tailway enthusiasts. 

Mon 6 Weathering of Rolling Stock’ 
Simon Mead has dazzled us before with his 
skill in weathering locomotives and rolling 
stock to make them look rusty, dusty and, 
generally, work stained. He’s at it again 
and you'll kick yourself if you miss seeing 
him demonstrate his techniques before your 
very eyes! 

Fri 10 _’N’ Scale Special Interest Group 
A regular Friday night meeting of the ’N’ 
Scale Special Interest Group to work on 
the 9mm gauge ’West-N-Trak’ layout with 
a view to getting it ready for the 1992 
Model Railway Exhibition 

Sat 11 Special Project Afternoon 
Today is the day that we expect to put 
together the April issue of "The Branch- 
line’. Come along and join the ’Press 
Gang’ collating, stapling, checking, fold- 
ing, enveloping, postcode sorting - there’s 
something here to suit everyone’s talents 
and skills. About 16 members can knock 
this task off in just over an hour, so there’s 
still time after it’s all done to do all the 
things you’d do on a General Club Activi- 
ties day anyway...... and you get your copy 
of "The Branchline’ "hot off the press’! 
Mon 13 Sn3-1/2 Special Interest Group 
Come along to one of these workshop 
sessions and try your hand at building a 
model of a WAGR 3’6” gauge railway 
vehicle in ’S’ scale. There’s a great group 
of Sn3-1/2 modellers to inspire, guide, 
cajole and otherwise encourage you to get 
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into this most desirable activity of model- 
ling our local railway scene. 

Wed 15 Locomotive Hauling Trials 
Pit your best against our ‘Dynamometer 
Mk.II’, which will be recalibrated, using 
our new digital scale, before the event. 
Please limit the number of locomotives that 
you bring along to these Trials to just six, 
otherwise, with a large number of members 
present, we could still be at it after mid- 


night! ; 

Sat 18 General Club Activities 

Mon 20 General Club Activities 

Fri 24 "N’ Scale Special Interest 
Group Mtg 

Sat 25 General Club Activities 

Wed 29 General Club Activities 

May 

Sat 2 General Club Activities 


All meetings will be held in the Branch 
Clubrooms at 24 Moojebing Street, Bayswa- 
ter, right opposite Paddington Street. 
stele Street runs off Guildford Road 
towards the Swan River about 50 metres 
east of the traffic lights which are opposite 
the Cresco fertiliser works. 

The times of the meetings are as fol- 
lows:- 

Mondays and Wednesdays 8.00 pm 
Fridays 7.30 pm Saturday 2.00 pm 

The Committeeman who is the Duty 
Officer for the occasion will open the 
Clubrooms at least 15 minutes earlier than 
the times indicated above. Visitors are 
always welcome at any of the scheduled 
meetings - you just introduce yourself to 
the Duty Officer (ask someone who he is). 
He will make you really feel ’at home’ by 
showing you around the facilities at the 
Clubrooms (which we believe are the best 
of any model railway club in Western 
Australia - and possibly even Australia!) 
and by introducing you to some of the 
members present. 

The fee payable by members covers 
some of the general operating expenses of 
the Branch’s Clubrooms and entitles the 
member to hot refreshment (tea, coffee or 
Milo) plus biscuit. No fee is payable by 
visitors unless they keep on coming wee 
after week after week.....without joining 
up! 

Cordial (Yes! We’ve remembered to 
get some!!) and cold water are available at 
no cost from the refrigerator, as are cans of 
Coke, Diet Coke, Fanta, Sprite, Solo, 
Seven-Up and so on - all at modest cost. 


Book Reviews 
*The 4mm Wagon - Part One’ 


Geoff Kent 
Wild Swan Publications 270mm x 
215mm pp86 ISBN 1 874103 03 8 
UKL6.95 


In Wild Swan’s usual format with plas- 
ticised covers. 

In this Part, the author covers ‘opens’, 
Minerals’ and ’Hoppers’. The introduc- 
tion briefly describes private owner and 
company wagons in the steam era and his 
approach to modelling them. 

In Chapter One, the modelling tech- 
niques, tools and ’adhesives’ are described, 
together with methods of construction to 
the major detail parts. The remainder of 
the book is given over to the construction 
from readily available kits of at least one of 
each of the three wagon types from each 
major company and British Railways. The 
kits range from simple plastic, through 


white metal to etched brass. 

There are many photographs being 
modelling with close-ups of the detail, plus 
photographs of the models showing the 
added detail. 

For anyone with an interest in modelling 
wagons of the railways of Great Britain. 
this is ’a must’ - it makes and amplifies 
many of the points comments upon by Alan 
Porter in his series of talks on British 
private owner wagons. It should also be of 
considerable interest to modellers of other 
railways’ wagons for the techniques used in 
the detail modelling, etc. 

Part Two will cover vans, Conflats and 
containers, bolsters, tank wagons and brake 
vans, plus painting and weathering and will 
also include a list of ’where to get it’ for 
detail parts, materials, etc. 


BET 
"An Approach to Building Finescale 


Track in 4mm’ fain Rice 

Wild Swan Publications 270mm x 
215mm pp110 ISBN 1 874103 003 
UKL7.95 

Again, in Wild Swan’s usual format with 
plasticised covers. 

The author gives a brief history of mode! 
railway trackwork and effectively exorcises 
the myth of the term ’finescale’ with a very 
interesting dissertation on what the term 
actually means and how inappropriate it 
really is. 

In his easy-to-read and understandable 
way, lain Rice guides the reader through 
the theory of track-holding and essential 
clearances, killing a sacred cow or iwo on 
the way.! 

A look at prototype track, its compo- 
nents and terminology, suitably illustrated 
with drawings, photographs and sketches is 
sufficient to given even the most novice 
modeller a good and clear understanding of 
the real thing. 

The tools and materials used are de- 
scribed, followed by the preliminary work 
required to form the trackbed, setting out 
the trackwork and the use of templates. 

The reader is then taken through the 
process of constructing plan track, simple 
and complex trackwork, laying it on the 
trackbed, point operation, weathering and 
wiring. 

The book should be on every modeller’s 
reading list, whether they intend construct- 
ing track and pointwork from basic compo- 
nents or kits or using read-to-run track- 


work. 
BET 


The Magazine Scene 


Funny what a bit of competition can do! 
The ’old lady’ of the British prototype 
railway magazine scene, ’Railway Maga- 
zine’ was looking distinctly second-grade a 
couple of years ago, when compared with 
the new kids on the block such as ’Steam 
Railway’, launched in 1979 (and merged 
with "Steam World’ in 1984), and ’Steam 
World’, resurrected in resurrected-form 
details specifically with ’the best of BR 
steam’ wile "Steam Railway’ tends to deal 
more, although not exclusively, with the 
present-day scene. 

Another ’oldie’, "Railway World’ which 
arose in 1952 from the old ’Railways’ (itself 
born at the outbreak of WWII), had also 
been looking distinctly dated in recent 
years. 


ee eee eee aaa... 
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Atlantic Transport Publishers who had 
built up a good reputation for the quality 
of the colour printing in their railwa 
books, entered the fray in 1987 with ’Bac 
Track’ which was printed on extremely 
high quality paper and introduced a very 
high proportion of colour printing, much 
more so than its then competitors. It set 
out, as can be seen from its title, to be a 
specialist railway magazine recording Brit- 
ain’s railway history’ and they set 1935-75 
as their target timeframe. 

Then, in 1990, Steam Classic’ bursts in 
on the scene, again with glossy paper and 
a lot of high quality colour, but restricting 
itself to covering the preservation scene. 
Much of its photographic coverage has 
been close-ups of various pieces of locomo- 
tive equipment and this has been useful for 
the modeller who wants such detail for his 
models. 

So, in mid-1991, Railway Magazine’ 
and ’Railway World’ were competing for 
space on the newsstands (and, therefore, 
for sales) with four competitors for the 
favours of the steam railway 
enthusiast....’Steam Railway’, Steam World’, 
"Steam Classic’ and ’Back Track’, not to 
mention ‘Steam Days’ ("best in steam every 
month”) from the same stable as ’Railway 
World’ and ’Rail’, a magazine concentrat- 
ing mainly on the current BR scene. And 
I’ve forgotten the other stablemate from 
fan Allan Ltd, the bi-monthly ’Locomo- 
tives Illustrated’ and the Wild Swan quar- 
terly "British Railway Journal’, a somewhat 
‘academic’ publication when compared 
against some of the others. 7 

And there was ’Railways South East’ as 
well, a twice-yearly publication dealing, as 
the title suggests, with looking at the his- 
tory of the railways around London and the 
South East. 

Eleven publications, all out there scream- 
ing for the attention of the browser at the 
newsstands and, eventually, his money. 
Not very surprising, therefore, to see both 
"Railway Magazine’ and ’Railway World’ 
go very ‘up-market’ with attention grab- 
bing covers and masses and masses of 
colour within. In the case of ’Railway 
World’ the colour even extends to back- 
grounding the text of some articles and, for 
a small fee, classified advertisements can 
also be highlighted (although, a bit like 
Henry Ford, ’you can have it in any colour, 
provided it is yellow’!). 

It was very surprising, therefore, to see 
that in October last, a brand new British 

rototype magazine, "British Railways 

agazine’, has appeared to a bi-monthly 
frequency. This one is produced by Irwell 
Press, publishers of high quality railway 
books and is printed on high quality glossy 
pepe’ but, strangely, all photographs are in 

lack and white. Strange perhaps when 
you look at the competitive field which it 
enters but not so strange perhaps when you 
remember that colour photography was a 
rare bird indeed until after WWII - and 
even then, expensive. 

The first issue did not, as far as I know, 
come to Australia but the second issue has 
descended in large quantities on all the big 
newsagents in Perth and the large shopping 
centres. Mine cost me $5.60 at Garden City 
News, which struck me as a good value for 
48 pages + covers of very good reading - 
much of it of value and interest to the 
railway modeller. The contents of the 
second issue (December 1991-January 1992) 
are:- 

Aberystwth in the 1950s, including 


track plan and seven good photos of the 
loco shed. The SR line to Chessington in 
SW London with plan of the 30s-styled 
Station building at Chessiienton North and 
photographs of the ’Chisarc’ cantilevered 
concrete station canopies. Avery detailed 
treatment of railway containers, numbers 
owned by the Big Four, drawings of six 
types and lovely photographs of the in- 
credibly inefficient way they were handled 
at depots. Very good coverage of Finsbury 
Park Station on the LNER, with a double 
A3 fold-out track plan of station, carriage 
sidings and goods yards (try modelling 
this!) and excellent photo coverage, par- 
ticularly of the platform clutter, the shops 
under the arches, the subway connecting 
all 10 platforms. An in-depth coverage of 
the LMS Ivatt Class 2 2-6-0s introduced by 
the LMS from 1946 to replace time-worn 
old pre-Grouping locos on secondary du- 
ties - details of every loco’s allocation 
history, an excellent "Works grey’ photo 
showing a lot of detail of use to the 
modeller and details of tenders. Study of 
Rolvenden on the Kent & East Sussex 
Railway with track plan of Rolvenden and 
several photos including one of the Shef- 
flex railcar bought for the line by Col. 
Stephens without Board authority! Three 
photos of the ‘original’ D600 BR(W) 
Warships’, four photos of tank engines at 
work, Middleborough station before and 
after bombing by the Luftwaffe and a little 
beauty on the back cover of a congested 
goods yard scene (great inspiration for an 
‘attention grabber’ on a model railway). 

This second issue seems to me to offer 
better value than the comparable ’British 
Railway Journal’ from Wild Swan as it 
contains more articles and, to me, seems 
more ’vital’, It has the advantage too of 
being available locally, something that "BRJ’ 
is not, partly as a result of the myopic 
attitude that Wild Swan have taken to 
business outside of the British Isles. 

What a scene! Twelve periodicals ’out 
there’; seven monthlies, shinee bi-month- 
lies, one quarterly (well it - ’BRJ’ - is really 
five times a year) and one half-yearly!! 
And now there’s the offspring of ’BRJ’ too, 
"Great Western Railway Journal’, to be 
published quarterly by Wild Swan as an 
overflow from ’BRJ’. 

Readers of "The Branchline’ will see, 
from this survey, that it has become impos- 
sible in the last six months to do justice to 
this lot in the "Have You Seen (in the 
Prototype Railway Press).....’ segment and 
it has been dropped from the past two 
issues - and this one too. There has been 
some disappointment expressed by some 
members about this and the position is 
na reviewed with a view to re-introduc- 
ing this segment, but being VERY selective 
about magazines abstracted and the articles 
considered as being of benefit to railway 
modellers. 

Which brings me to the British model 
railway magazines. Over the years, there 
have been some casuaities here, with the 
demise of the long-running "Model Railway 
Constructor’ in 1987 and the less jong: 
running Practical Model Railways’ in 1989. 
‘Scale Model Trains’, which itself is the 
merger in 1984 of “Scale Trains’ (which 
started in 1982) and "Model Trains’ (which 
started in 1980) seems to have dropped off 
the vine, as there have been no issues since 
last August (and my subscription ran out 
then and they didn’t tell me!). 

To counter-balance all these ‘deaths’, 
there have been some births - and these 


oals and 


have been aimed at raising the ( 
irst "new 


standards of railway modelling. 
boy’ was Wild Swan’s ’Model Railwa 
Journal’, which appeared (as Issue No.0') 
in early 1985 and which passed its 50th 
milestone late last year. It is now published 
eight times a year and is available in local 
newsagencies at a price generally $6.85, 
but it does seem to vary a bit from issue to 
issue. It is printed entirely in monochrome 
(B&W) and deals quite a lot with modelling 
techniques as well as looking at some of the 
classic layouts of the present and the past. 

A ‘newer boy’ is "Modeller’s Back Track’. 
This is a ’child’ of Atlantic Publishing’s 
Back Track’, initiated by David Jenkinson 
for "moving models closer to the proto- 
type’. The first issue (conventionally, 
No.1’) appeared in April/May last year 
and it is published six timesa year. It’s now 
up to No.5, which has appeared ’en masse’ 
in local newsagencies in the past few weeks, 
so you don’t have to go to all the trouble 
of organising an overseas subscription. Like 
"Back Track’ itself, it is printed on very 
good quality glossy paper with about 20% 
of the photographs in colour. It is still 
"early days’ but the general tenour of this 
one is to steer clear of the techniques of 
modelling and to inspire the modeller to do 
better by giving him lots of information on 
specific places, items of rolling stock, 
operational procedures and practices, etc 
but also giving excellent photo coverage. of 
some classic layouts (eg ‘Lonsdale’, the 
tribute to the late WS Norris in issues Nos 
1 & 2, the Frey ‘Irish International Railway 
and Tramway System’ in Issue No.3 and 
Peter Denny’s "Buckingham Central’ in 
Issue No.5. 

Another new magazine, or actually a 
Ep work’ which appeared, and then 

isappeared for a while, last year is "Model 
Railway Locomotives’. The first three 
issues of this were abstracted in the Octo- 
ber 1991 issue of "The Branchline’ (page 
37) and it has now re-appeared as an insert 
in a new monthly model railway publica- 
tion titled "Model Railway Collector’. This 
is unashamedly aimed at the collector streak 
that isin many a railway modeller 9eg "I’ve 
built up pe a good collection of locomo- 
tives and rolling stock’). The first issue 
appeared early last month and covered: 
Swapmeet price ranges. Prototype 
videos and modelling book reviews. Report 
on the Manchester Model Railway Soci- 
ety’s 1991 exhibition. ’First Steps; in kit- 
building. A visit to the Dapol factory in 
Cheshire. Recent Gauge ’0’ kits released. 
The Trix Twin Railways Collectors’ Asso- 
ciation. Collecting private owner wagons. 
A ’Collectors’s Guide to ’00’ Ready-to-Run 
diesels. Photos of prototype steam loco- 
motives in close-up. Building a small 
quarry layout in ’00’ scale. 

Very early days as yet, but to me, they 
seem to not quite know what market they’re 
trying to concentrate upon. Unless this 
magazine becomes a bit more specialised, 
I cannot see it lasting against the competi- 
tion of "Railway Modeller’, "Model Rail- 
way News’, "Model Railway Journal’, 
*Modeller’s Back Track’ and, if it’s still 
alive, "Scale Model Trains’ when seeking 
the support of the British modelling frater- 
nity both ’at home’ and abroad. 

It goes without saying that if you try to 
read all the railway maeenes and the 
prototype railway magazines thoroughly, 
there isn’t much time left for modelling! 


Alan Porter 
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A Simple Electronic Model Railway Speed Controller 


Rather like Michael Palin’s ‘Confession 
of a Train Spotter’, I have to confess my 
own interest in model railways is really the 
subject of speed control units. However, 
after many years of my wife complaining of 
being unable to see the dining room table 
beneath a clutter of electrical bits and 
pieces, I also have to admit that the perfect 
circuit still eludes me! 

It has been my pre-occupation to work 
out the electrics as part of the layout 
terse Stage, with the result that I have 

uilt very few layouts! So, this time | 
started the other way round and built the 
layout first. having something to operate 
but nothing to operate it with, certainly 
helps to focus the mind. A unit was 
required to control a selection of motive 
power driven by old Tri-ang motors through 
to miniature Japanese “Tenshodo’ power 
bogies. A circuit had to be put together 
quickly and made up from readily available 
standard components that could be pur- 
chased locally. 

The quickest solution to the problem 
was a circuit designed around an LM317K 
adjustable voltage regulator. This is a 
versatile 1.5 amp rated three terminal inte- 
grated device, encapsulated ina TO-3 case. 

Instead of running through which wire 

oes where, I thought it might be more 

elpful for those interested in developing 
this method of train control to give a brief 
outline of the logic that went into evolving 
this circuit. 

Assembled as a walkabout control unit, 
the controller supplies a variable output 
from 2.0 to 12.0 volts DC. However, 
compromises which were accepted in order 


to simplify construction, limit constant load 


capacity to 1.0 amp and transient loads up 
to 1.5 amps. 

To backtrack for a moment, the reasons 
for mentioning the various types of motors 
intended to be controlled by this unit is that 
in my experience, "Tenshodo’ motor bogies 
respond badly to unfiltered power supplies. 

Starting with the transformer, a secon- 
dary tapping of 18.0 volts AC for this type 
of circuit may at first glace seem rather 
high. This figure was derived through a 
combination of theoretical calculations and 
rule-of-thumb based on the following as- 
sumptions:- 

Maximum output voltage 12.0 V 
Regulator drop-out voltage 2.0 V 
Bridge rectifier forward voltage drop 2.5 V 


Ripple voltage across filter 5.0 V 
Mains supply fluctuations 10.0% 
Bridge rectifier efficiency 92.0% 


The allowance for 
domestic mains supply 
voltage fluctuations is 


debatable, but after six 
hours monitoring on one 
winter’s evening, it could 
still be regarded as conser- 
vative. Other factors influ- 
encing component values 
and ratings are the provi- 
sion for constant operation 
during high ambient tem- 
peratures and a generous 
allowance for manufactur- 
ers’ tolerances matched to 
the full load rating of the 
LM317K. Perhaps over- 
engineered, but certain to 


provide enduring and reliable service. 
When going through the catalogue for a 
bridge rectifier, choose one with a current 
Tating in excess of 3.0 amps to ensure 
adequate surge capacity during turn-on. 
The nearest readily available bridge recti- 
fier is rates at 400 volts, 6.0 amps and still 
only the size of a postage stamp. _ 
Despite all the theory, selecting an 
appropriate value of filter capacitor for this 
type of application finally comes down to 
physical size and cost. The compromise 
was to use a 2200 uF 50 volt electrolytic 
reed with a ripple current rating of 
mA. 


I hasten to add at this point that no 
credit can be taken for this circuit, as it has 
been freely adapted from the maker’s 
application handbook. Why re-invent the 
Wheel! Just a couple of points though - 
ideally, the variable resistor should be 2500 
Ohms, but as this is not a preferred value, 
or at least not one that I could readily 
obtain, then it was just as easy to strap 
across a parallel resistor to achieve the 
same value. Besides which, the distortion 
upon linear output is indiscernible. Al- 
though more expensive, the wire wound 
type of variable potentiometer is recom- 
mended. If you do decide to use a carbon 
track pot, check the actual resistance be- 
fore you commence soldering, as it can 
sometimes be far less than stated. if the 
maximum output voltage setting is not high 
enough, then replace the fixed parallel 
resistor with one of a greater value. 

Circuit protection takes a variety of 
different forms. The device itself has 
internal current and thermal overload 
protection. These are backed up by a fuse 
on the input side and a flywheel diode 
mounted as physically close as possible 
across the regulator output. Another benefit 
of the high transformer output voltage is 
that it can support an overload indicator 
without impairing performance. The LED 
Starts to glow above 650 mA and full 
intensity when the output current exceeds 
750 mA. Note the direction switch has a 
‘centre off’ position. With this type of 
controller, it is good practice to always 
switch off the output while locomotives are 
Stationary. 

If you provers to build a similar control- 
ler assembled in a common housing, then 
ideally the regulator should be externally 
mounted on a 3.7 C/W heat sink. For my 
own walkabout controller, I used the next 
size up Jiffy box with metal lid, as this also 


acted as a simple heat sink. Not perfect but 
adequate, provided you cut a number of 
slots in the rear of the box for air circula- 
tion. 

When constructing a walkabout control- 
ler, it is advisable to locate the transfformer 
and rectifier together in a separate housing 
permanently attached to the baseboard. 
This avoids any detrimental effect upon 
regulation efficiency due to AC being 
superimposed across the output. 

Most of the components can be pur- 
chased by visiting either Dick Smith_or 
[andy stores, but to save a lot of time and 
rustration, all of the parts necessary to 
construct this circuit are available from 
Altronics, 174 Rose Street, Perth. Altron- 
ICS Catalogue reference numbers are shown 
against each part in the following list of 
materials. Ask at the counter for what you 
cannot see on the shelves. I have always 
found the staff there very helpful. 

List of electrical and electronic materi- 


als required:- 

Item Quantity Cat.No. 
Transformer 1 M2165 
Bridge rectifier l ZPW04 
Fuse holder 1 $6000 
Fuse 3.0 amp l $5810 
Capacitor 2200uF 50V l R2506 
LM317K Voltage regulator 1 Z0550 
Resistor 2R7 5W 1 R0316 
Resistor 68R 0.25W 1 R0044 
Resistor 4K7 0.25W 1 R0054 
Resistor 270R 0.25W 1 R0039 
Variable resistor 5KO LIN 1 R2165 
Diode 1N4002 1] X0105 
LED Red l Z0150 
LED mount 1 H1550 
Switch DPDT (centre off) 1 $1020 
Enclosure with metal lid 1 H013 
Knob 1 H6066 
Cable grip 6.2/7.4mm l H4250 
Cable 4 core/metre Z W0354 


Plus miscellaneous nuts, bolts, washers 
and hook-up wire, etc. 
Reference: 
Voltage Regulator Handbook, 1982 
National Semiconductor Corporation 
Bruce Temperley 
2 Garton Place 
Duncraig WA _ 6023 
(Tel: 09 - 448 3391) 
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